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Here at GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, we love finding 
fun ways of celebrating the seasons through 
garden-related activities — and if they involve 
food, then all the better. I can’t think of a nicer 
way of marking October than Kristy Ramage’s 
wonderful ideas for Apple Day. Not only is it a 
great excuse to have a get-together with friends 
and family, but it’s also a fun way of taste-testing 


different apple cultivars and making good use of 
your harvest. I have to say, the apple cake, in particular, is delicious. 
Autumn is heralded by the wonderful rich reds, golds and tawny colours of 
foliage and flower. The garden of German landscape architect Petra Pelz is a 
masterclass in the use of grasses in the garden, with wonderful undulations 
of colour, texture and form. There are also a surprising number of flowers 
that continue into October, and nurseryman Martin Hughes-Jones — 
renowned for his experimental, nature-inspired approach — suggests some 
of his favourites. Now is the time to start planning and planting spring bulb 
displays. Designer Arne Maynard has become increasingly entranced by 
rare and historic tulips, and on page 44 he shares his insights into some of 
the most exquisite cultivars currently available. I am delighted that bulb 
specialist Jacques Amand is offering readers a selection inspired by the 
feature at a special price. What better way to start planning a celebration of 
spring than to choose your favourites now? Just remember to factor in a 


good time to plant them too. I hope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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October plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 
chooses ten of her favourite garden plants that 
will add colour and form to an autumn garden 
Old masters Designer Arne Maynard has 

fallen in love with a selection of rare and historic 
tulips, and uses their rich, jewel-like colours and 
exquisite markings to create painterly displays 
that will transport you back to another age 
Plant profile: late-flowering plants 
Nurseryman Martin Hughes-Jones of Sampford 
Shrubs recommends some of the best late- 
flowering plants to give your garden a final burst 
of glorious colour before the frosts start to bite 
Mellow fruitfulness Celebrate Apple Day on 

21 October with our selection of ideas for family 
games, crafts and delicious recipes that will 
ensure you make the most of this increasingly 
popular festival honouring the much-loved fruit 


76 


62 


The Guernsey lily Writer Ambra Edwards 
loves the vibrancy of nerines. She heads 

to Bickham House in Devon to learn more 
about these ‘party girls’ from its head gardener, 
and the national collection holder, Steve Eyre 


The gracefulness of grasses In her private 
garden in eastern Germany, landscape architect 
and perennials expert Petra Pelz has conjured 
up a entrancing mix of structural grasses, 
fabulous foliage and beautiful perennial plants 
Perfect symmetry Out of a chaotic wilderness 
made up mostly of nettles and weeds, Anky and 
Arnout Dwarshuis have created an inspiring 
garden in the Netherlands that playfully 
combines Dutch formality with more relaxed 
garden styles borrowed from around the world 
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Who's who Designer Arne Maynard discusses 
his love of symmetry and how his own garden in 
Wales has become a living mood board 

Pure pleasure Frank Ronan must learn the 
virtue of patience when a long-awaited new 

love arrives in his garden 


Design news New projects and events, 
including a new garden in Wales by Cleve West 
Design ideas: garden studios and offices 

No room in your house for an office? Find out 
everything you need to know about building an 
office or studio in your garden 

Design sourcebook Use our guide to 

help you find the perfect pair of welly boots 

to keep your feet warm and dry this winter 


102 
103 


107 
113 


Subscribe 
e~ save 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: What's happening this month, with The 
Great British Walk and Great Dixter Plant Fair 
Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Get kitted out for tree care and maintenance 
Urban gardener Jojo Tulloh visits the restored 
kitchen garden at Hampton Court Palace 
Gardening talent Freelance gardener and 
designer Rory Dusoir 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
RHS The Garden Anthology 

Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on planted woodland vs natural regeneration 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in November 


The best of both worlds... Wille Coffage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


Each of our bespoke ‘Victorian’ greenhouses is produced 
to suit our client’s individual requirements. Our authentic 
designs reflect the classic glasshouses of the period... 


for a free estimate please call 01270 753 826 


dh 
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or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 


MARTIN 
HUGHES-JONES 
Martin has run Sampford 
Shrubs nursery in Devon with 
his partner Sue for the past 

32 years. His own Holbrook 
Garden is filled with late- 
flowering stunners and on 
page 52 he suggests some of 
the best for an autumn garden. 


“Lreally look forward to the last months of the year because 
there is so much happening visually in the garden.” 


CAMILLA SWIFT 


Camilla lives and gardens ina 
secluded valley in the Black 
Mountains, but enjoys nothing 
better than escaping from the 
travails of her own garden to 
explore other people's. She 
didn't have to travel far this issue 
to visit that of Arne Maynard 
whom she profiles on page 60. 


“Allt-y-bela is true inspiration for any aspiring/passionate gardener. 
And spending time with Arne was the icing on the cake.” 


JAMES ALEXANDER- 
SINCLAIR 

James is a garden designer, 
writer, broadcaster, blogger, RHS 
Council member and founder of 
the delicious into-gardens.com, 
who can talk the hind legs off a 
donkey. On page 62 he visits the 
formally structured, garden of 
Anky and Arnout Dwarshuis. 


“One of my greatest pleasures is visiting gardens — for the plants, 
the stories and the biscuits. Anky and Arnout ticked all the boxes.” 


AMBRA EDWARDS 
Once Ambra enjoyed a 
glamorous life writing 
commercials for chocolate 

and champagne. Then she 
discovered gardening. She is 
now at work on her second 
book. On page 76, she 
discovers a nerine collection in 
Devon, and is instantly smitten. 


“These are such party girls among plants — so glittering, frilled and 
extravagantly coloured. You cannot see them and not smile.” 
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* GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT * NETTING & PROTECTION... 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 
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Buy One Classic Cashmere Pashmina 


- Get One FREE! Se Nas 


Cashmere Centre 


THE CASHMERE SPECIALISTS 


Choose from 30 beautiful seasonal colours and 4 practical sizes 
plus for a limited time only - buy one pashmina, get another 
absolutely FREE! Our classic cashmere pashmina are woven from 
a blend of 60% luxuriously soft grade ‘A’ cashmere and 40% pure 
sill. Fantastically versatile, adding a splash of colour to dress up 
any outfit and renowned worldwide for its premium quality, our 
pashmina will last you a lifetime making them excellent value. Black 90 Day 


Winter Sun 


' Money Back 
Soft Orchid 


FROM 


£29 


BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
FREE 


Poinsettia 


Hessian 


Parma Violet 


Regal Blue 


Lime Fizz 


: Nougat 
Baby Pink 


Winter Teal _ Autumn Red 


Glacier 


Red Wine 


Caramel 


Style 419 Scarf 10” x 65” £29 
Buy One Get One FREE! 


Style 421 Stole 20” x 68” £49 To order, or for a FREE Cashmere 


By One Bet ne rnee catalogue please call quoting GD269 
Style 410 Shawl 28” x 78” £69 


Buy One Get One FREE! 0 908 522455 


Style 41 | Wrap 36” x 81” £89 


Lagoon 


. — 
VISIT OUR WAREHOUSE SHOP — 
With access to all NEW and hundreds 
of previous seasons styles, samples and 
one off pieces, many at Half Price! 
Open: Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm, 


www.cashmerecentre.com/bogof Saturday 9.30-12.30pm. (Closed 29th - 
Buy One Get One FREE! 8 31st Oct). Unit 6 Fernfield Farm, 
Free pashmina must be returned if refund required. enter code GD269 at checkout Near Mursley, Milton Keynes MK17 OPR. 


im l enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to: The Cashmere Centre Ltd 
Write your name & address on the back and send it to: 
The Cashmere Centre Ltd, Fernfield Farm, Near Mursley, Milton Keynes, MK17 OPR 


(_] Please debit my Card No: 


Price Total 
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im From time to time, we may make our mailing list available to other carefully selected companies. 
If you do not wish to receive other direct mail please tick. GD269 
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Exclusive Reader Events 2014-15 


Monty Don Reader Lecture GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival Devon Gardens Reader Holiday 
10 October 2014 - see below 17-18 April 2015 — page 10 28 June — 1 July 2015 — page 13 


In his talk ‘Down to Earth — My Garden Story’ 
Monty reflects on his lifetime interest in gardens, 
gardening, organic practices and rural traditions 

Friday 10 October 2014 


Join us at the first of our GARDENS ILLUSTRATED autumn lectures, held at the Royal DATE 
Geographical Society in London, with our guest speaker Monty Don who will talk Friday 10 October 2014 
about his life in gardening, his passion for growing and his Herefordshire garden. 

Over his long career as a writer and presenter, Monty has shared his gardening highlights, HELD AT 
most recently from his garden at Longmeadow, from where Gardeners’ World has been Royal Geographical Society, 
filmed for the past three years. We’ve followed him around the world looking at gardens 1 Kensington Gore, South 
from a range of gardening cultures, and witnessed his dedication to promoting the skills ; 
of rural craftsmen. Throughout his career he’s asked audiences to re-evaluate their Kensington, London SW7 2AR 
relationship with the countryside. His talk promises to be entertaining, informative and PROGRAMME 


thought provoking. PLUS Monty will be signing books at the close of the event. 
oe : pone 6.30pm Doors open 


(cash bar available) 
7.30pm Lecture starts 
8.30pm Book signing 

9pm Doors close 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace the 
speaker with another speaker of equal stature in the unlikely 
event that the original speaker is unable to attend. 
Tickets must be booked in advance and are non-refundable. 
Atransaction fee will be applied to each booking. Please let 
us know when booking of any special access requirements. 
Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London 
Underground station is South Kensington. 
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Join us at our exciting new Festival to 
celebrate gardens, gardening, plants and design 
17-18 April 2015, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 


‘Held in Malmesbury — ny IE * ms SVE OP Vist Abbey® J 
=, historic harket town ay Gos |; House Gardens’ 


Taking place in the Cotswold market town of Malmesbury, the new GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED Festival will offer a fascinating programme of talks from leading 
experts and gardening VIPs. There'll also be photography and garden art workshops, 
and readings from GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’s regular columnist Frank Ronan. 

In the grounds of Malmesbury’s sacred Abbey Cloister Gardens you'll find a 
beautiful, traditional marquee, with a selection of exhibitors chosen from our 
favourite nurseries and suppliers of beautiful garden products. Plus freshly made 
teas, coffees and lunches will be served. 

And while you're in Malmesbury, don’t miss a visit to Abbey House Gardens with 
its formal knot gardens, woodland, riverside walks and spectacular tulip displays. 


Full details of all events and how to book can be found at 
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Eckman 2-St oke 


PETROL nd MULTI-TOOL SYSTEM 


fackleevery/earden ask with 


sts 9))'| samazing Machine! 


Chainsaw/Branch Lopper 
36cm/14” Oregon self-lubricating chain and bar 
(Max. Diameter cut 25cm/10” at 6500rpm). 
Aluminium Pole length 68.5cm/27”. 


TOOL CHANGE SYSTEM. 


This multi-task garden power tool from Eckman lets you tackle all your 
gardening needs with just one single power unit. The easy-start air-cooled 


32.6cc/0.75kW 2-stroke power unit has been engineered to give years of | Optional - 

trouble-free use, is fully safety tested and approved to the latest European 1m/ 39N" 

standards. A selection of easy-to-fit attachments are included with the Aluminium 

main power unit - Hedge Trimmer, Chainsaw/Branch Lopper and a Brush Extension 

Cutter & Double Bump-Feed Grass Trimmer Set. For those extra-tall garden His : Veen Hedge Trimmer 

DIY tasks you have the option to add the 1m extension shaft (EKPMTO2P), used. with C 180degree angle-adjustable 40cm/15 3/4” twin 

enabling you to tackle jobs up to an amazing 3m/9t10” high without a the hedge reciprocating blades with full length safety 

stepladder and with both feet firmly and safely on the ground. trimmer and protection. Max. Cutting capacity at 2500rpm 
chainsaw ” dif ini » 

Connecting the accessories is both straightforward and safe - simply attachments SE ater ene er angen ay 

push, twist and lock into place and you’re ready to begin. A balanced to give an 

full crankshaft and twin bearing engine ensures smooth, vibration-free overall reach 

running, from idle to full-torque power at 6500rpm. All controls are within ales ae 

easy reach, mounted onto a strong but lightweight aluminium shaft and 

quick-fit connector, with two comfort-grip handles and adjustable shoulder 


strap. A full tank of petrol will provide up to 50 minutes continuous use. 


Elite 4-Stroke Model Also Available | 
Much quieter than the 2-stroke model and less polluting, our 4-stroke \, 
model comes with a 2-year guarantee -- Just £239.99 


yor? Cutter & Double ame reed Grass Trimmer Set 
24cm/9 ¥*" diameter triple-cut brush cutter blade. 12cm/4 3“ diameter spool with 2.8m/9ft 2” 
2.4mm/cutting line. Max grass trimming width 18cm / 7” Aluminium Pole length 76cm/30”. 


3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER “ To: Eckman, (EKGIO27), Euro House, Cremers 
Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME103US 


Call: 0844 44 1 3 O 1 O ITEM price | QTY | TOTAL 
EKPMT02 2-Stroke 4-in-1 Multi-tool System £199.99 
Please Quote code EKGIO27 when greens EKPMTO2P With Optional Extension Pl £209.99 
Visit: www.eckma n.co.u k nl EKPMT04 4-Stroke 4-in-1 Multi-tool System £239.99 
a EKPMTO4P With Optional Extension Pole £249.98 
Post: Coupon to: Eckman, (EKGI027), EKAHSO1 Helmet, Ear protectors and Face Mask Set £19.99 
Euro House, Cremers Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME103US Standard 7 Working Day Delivery £3.99 
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Our Standard Delivery to UK mainland costs just £3.99 and takes up to 7 


: : Security No.* From Date Issue No. 
working days. Customers have 30 days from receipt of goods to approve 


purchase. If needed, simply call us to arrange return of item (undamaged 
and in original packaging) for a replacement or refund. Calls to 0844 
441 3010 will cost 5p per minute from BT landlines. Other networks 


Money Back 
and mobiles may vary. Eckman is a trading style of Direct Response 
Fulfillment PLC. Registered Number 3000416, Euro House, Cremers Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 3US. G UARANTE E 
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. If you would rather not receive promotional postal offers from carefully selected third parties, please tick here 0 


EXCLUSIVE READER EVENTS 2014-15 


of 


READER HOLIDAY. 
‘Devon 


} TOUR LEADER 

DR NOEL KINGSBURY is an 
expert in perennials and 
planting schemes. He has 
written several books, and 

is both a regular lecturer and 
a planting designer himself. 


Join our exclusive four-day tour of some of the finest 
gardens of Devon, in the company of plants and garden 
expert Noél Kingsbury, 28 June — 1 July, 2015 


Tucked in the southwest corner of England, Devon is a county tailor-made for the garden- 
visiting connoisseur, with its dramatically contrasting landscape of wild, romantic moorland, 
wooded coombes and rich red earth. 

The tour will begin at the National Trust property of Knightshayes with formal and woodland 
gardens and an impressive walled kitchen garden. From here the tour continues with a mix of 
wonderful, mostly private, gardens ranging from the New Perennial planting at Holbrook Garden 
(see page 52) and the timeless traditional country garden of Bickham House (see page 79) to the 
contemporary, ambitious and challenging Plaz Metaxu (see issue 160); from rare planting and 
careful plant associations of The Garden House, Little Ash and the sub-tropical plantings of 
Coleton Fishacre (see issue 188), to the modern sculpture of Heather Jansch, whose work sits 
amid an accomplished garden setting at Sedgewell Coach House Gardens. 

Your base for the tour will be the enchanting Hotel Endsleigh overlooking the River Tamar. 
Originally a hunting lodge for the Dukes of Bedford, its stunning terraced gardens and follies with 
wooded walks beyond is thought to be one of the last commissions of Humphry Repton. Now 
owned by Olga Polizzi of the famous Forte family of hoteliers, Endsleigh blends Regency country 
house style with contemporary charm and the landscape, in which it is set has changed little since 
Repton made his mark 200 years ago — all in all the perfect base for a tour of Devon’s gardens. 


This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED by Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
a specialist garden tour company set up in 1990 by Sue and Brian Macdonald, Kew-trained, professional gardeners 
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A BEAUTIFUL RANGE OF 
HANGING BASKETS & PLANTERS 


Crafted from heavy duty wrought iron, Blacksmith baskets are 
hand forged for a traditional and beautiful finish. Guaranteed 


for 5 years, our baskets are perfect for creating stunning plant 
displays, season after season. 


For inspiration on creating the perfect floral displays 
watch our video at www.blacksmithsbaskets.co.uk 


V BUTLER / NATIONAL TRUST IMAGE 


Fine-autumn Vistas 


at Fountains Abbey. 
in Yorkshire. : . 


“Exploré Hinton. 
“Ampner’s*rgands.2" 02 
andforage.for 

autummharvest, 


Be25 


/), ) ) 
What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


ENJOYING AUTUMN 
Mellow season 


October is agreat month to get out and 
enjoy the changing palette of colours 
across our gardens and countryside. 

The National Trust is encouraging us all 
to take a Great British Walk with a selection 
of events at properties around the country. 
You can enjoy a harvest hedgerow walk at 
Hinton Ampner in Hampshire (5 October), 
or go ona free guided tour of the fine 
landscape garden at Stourhead in Wiltshire 
(13-17 October). Yorkshire's Fountains 
Abbey and Studley Royal Water Garden 
will be celebrating autumn glories on 

19 October. There are over 1,000 
downloadable walks on the National Trust 
website and more than 2,000 walking 
events happening as part of The Great 
British Walk nationaltrust.org.uk/gbw 
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Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, 
Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. 
Tel 01279 842685 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Bamboo Cloches 
oF aR EET. 


dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 
protect plants & seeding from damage 

by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be 

used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 

The micro climate inside the cloches 

promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 
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Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


SS 


Wooden Keyrings : 90 Locations Stone Lanels : 50 Texts 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Andrew Crace 


English Garden Furniture 


Slatted Wheelbarrow Seat 


Candle Lanterns 
with a small tray 
inside for atea 
light candle. 
Christmas Tree, Owl, 
Reindeer, Pig, Dog, 
Cat, Lobster, etc. 


Leagrave 2 Seater painted Lichen Green 


= 


harles Over 3 Seater 


Made in England S$ Made from Iroko or Oak 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 
www.andrewcrace.com 
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Talking pots 


This year’s Armscote series of lectures, 
in aid of Shipston Home Nursing, 

takes place at Whichford Pottery in 
Warwickshire, 14-16 October. Garden 
writer and critic Tim Richardson will 

talk on ‘The New English Garden’; 
Whichford’s new head gardener Paul 
Williams talks about the biodiversity in 
even the tidiest of gardens; and Jim 
Keeling, who founded Whichford Pottery 
back in 1976, talks on ‘A Potter's 
Crusade’. Arrive at 6pm for a glass of 
wine and a look around the pottery. Talks 
start at 7pm, £15 each. Book on 01608 
684.416 (if you book all three lectures 
you will receive a free Whichford pot 
worth £20). whichfordpottery.com 


Paul Williams 


oh: 
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et the Rye ie visit 


Evope afthe 
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ardens include Chris Ghyselen from elgium, aster spécialists O tok 


” Court Nurseries/plant hunter Tom Mitchell from Evolution Plants/ salvia expetts ve ‘s 
: Dyson’ s Nurseries, Dino Pellizzaro from France, Peter Korn from Sweden jaind, Hans, ‘ 
Kramer from De Hessenhof in the Netherlands. 4-5 October, 1lam- -Apm, ee) ‘Great ‘ 
\pixter, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6PH. Tel 01797 254048, preateh xtdP abe uk 
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Weta. . 


Tel 0345 474 1041, niwaki.com 


‘““GARDEN PHOTOGRAPHY 


If you’re an aspiring garden photogapher, 


then now is the time to get your entry in for 

the International Garden Photographer of the 
Year competition. Open to.amateurs and _ bs 
professionals alike, there are eight categories* 


for images including ‘Beautiful Gardens’ and 


f- ‘Wildflower Landscapes. Deadline for entries is 
.31 October, with winners announced next spring, 


followed bya touring exhibition of winning and 


shortlisted images, Details at igpoty.com 
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dig in news 


Easy raspberry 
Enjoy fresh, home-grown 
raspberries whatever the size 
of your garden with this new 
cultivar from Thompson & 
Morgan. ‘Ruby Beauty’ is 

a bushy, multi-branching, 
dwarf variety, growing to 

just 1m high so perfect for 
growing in acontainer. From 
£9.99 for a 9cm potted plant. 
Tel 0844 573 1818, 
thompson-morgan.com 


MAKE YOUR OWN TRADITIONAL 
SUSSEX TRUG at the Ardington School of 
Crafts in Oxfordshire. Guided by Bs 73 
trug maker Dominic ed rrette you'll cleave 
save soak and steam-bend sweet chestnut 
and white willow to create a number 6 garden 
brug. 11-12 October, £170 (plus 
Tel 01235 5 833433, ardingtonscho A 


7 \ 
naterials). 


Sew nice 

Flowers come to the fore at the 
Royal School of Needlework’s 
Inspired by Nature exhibition. 
Held at the school’s studio at 
Hampton Court Palace, the 
exhibition includes pieces from 
rarely-seen, 18th-century 
works to work submitted for 
this year’s degree and diploma 
courses. Until 20 March 2015. 
Visits must be pre- booked. 18th-century floral silk . 
Tel 020 3166 6941, shading embroidery. 
royal-needlework.org.uk 
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Diary 


An exhibition at the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of artworks, 
artefacts and archived pieces celebrating Kew as a source of 
inspiration to artists, botanists and collectors. Exhibits from 
1789, to contemporary art works. Runs until 1 February 2015, 
9.30am-5.30pm, included in entry to gardens. Shirley 
Sherwood Gallery, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 3AB. Tel 020 8332 5655, kew.org 


Foraging walk around Great Fosters grounds with Wild Food 
UK experts followed by lunch using some of the foraged 
ingredients. 2 October, 1Oam-3pm, £75. Great Fosters, 
Stroude Road, Egham, Surrey TW20 9UR. Book in advance. 
on 01784 480414, greatfosters.co.uk 


Learn more about the garden and its history on a guided 
tour with head gardener, Nick Bailey. 2 October, 11.30am- 
lpm, £20. Chelsea Physic Garden, 66 Royal Hospital Road, 
Chelsea, London SW3 4HS. Tel 020 7352 5646, 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


Exhibition of garden-inspired work by seven artists and 
craftsmen including ceramics, textiles, glass and painting. 
Also the opportunity to see the Piet Oudolf-designed 
courtyard garden and front garden designed by Christopher 
Bradley-Hole. 2-5 October, 1lam-5pm (until 8pm on Friday), 
free. The Barn at Bury Court, Bentley, Farnham, Surrey 
GU10 5LZ. Tel 07771 663437, burycourtbarn.com 


Stroll the tree collection to see the range 

of autumn leaf colour. 4 October — 

19 November, 10am-9pm. Call to check the 
progress of the trees. Also learn how to 
identify mushrooms on the 

12 October, 10.30am and 1.30pm, £4.50, 
please book. Batsford Arboretum, Moreton- 
in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9QB. 

Tel 01386 701441, batsarb.co.uk 


- 
Acelebration of the best of the British Batsford’s Fungi Foray. 
harvest with gardening workshops and — 
cookery demonstrations highlighting seasonal 
foods. 4-5 October, 10.30am-5pm, tickets 

from £8.60 online or £10.40 on the gate. West Dean 
Gardens, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OQZ. 

Full details at www.westdean.org.uk 


Visit Aberglasney on Giant Veg Day. Ten classes in the 
competition ranging from heaviest to ugliest vegetable. 
Entry forms are available via the website. 5 October, 1Oam- 
6pm. Aberglasney Gardens, Llangathen, Carmarthenshire 
SA32 8QH. Tel 01558 668998, aberglasney.org 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
2015 dates at 2014 prices 


Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2015: 6 May, 20 May, 10 Jun, 9 Sep 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, 
Villa Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2015: 31 May, 5 July, 6 Sep 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2015: 12 May, 16 Jun, 7 Jul, 8 Sep 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2015: 30 April, 4 Jun, 17 Sep 


A New Generation of Greenhouses 


[TALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


e Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


e@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

x4 SDABTA 


PNEH fey) The Travel Association 


@ JULIANA’ 


Eden Halls Greenhouses Ltd | Cheltenham UK | T: 0800 772 0175 | www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 28 oo 
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Best in the business Mr & Mrs Keenan 
Excellent service. Trees fantastic Allen Groundcare 
Absolutely fantastic service from selection to planting 


Martin & Linda White —_— 


¥ 


Experience the 
Majestic difference... 


ee i Wig sty 


e Over 7000 semi-mature trees at our nursery, 
from 12’ to 45’ tall, plus 2 km of instant hedging 


¢ A friendly, personal service from experienced 
horticulturists - not a ‘self serve’ on-line shop 


¢ ‘AirPot’ grown trees establish faster and have 
a superior fibrous root system 


* Complete Planting Service, Establishment 
Warranty and AfterCare 


¢ Nationwide Delivery that goes beyond the kerb 


@ majestic 
01582 843881 


www.majestictrees.co.uk 


Chequers Hill, Flamstead, 

Nr St.Albans, Herts, AL3 8ET 

Tel: 01582 843881 Fax: 01582 843882 
e-mail: info@majesticgroup.co.uk 


2 ~The Heart Back Rt Sten 
Hand crafted in Oak, Chestnut, 3 
Red Cedar or painted Pine 


Exclusive handcrafted wooden swing seats 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 
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) Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmade in Norfolk, England. 


www.carriercompany.co.uk 
“~~ +44 (0)1328>820699 
Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk; NR23-1AL, UK 


dig in shopping 


Get kitted out 


for tree care and maintenance 
COMPILED BY SUE WINGROVE 


Kew gardening \ ; , 
gloves, £28, ' ; : . Cavalry quilted gilet, 
020 8332 3124, D). £109, Barbour, 
shop.kew.org 4 . D Veet : 0800 009988, barbour.com 


Canvas firewood bag, 
£67, 0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


Silky Longboy 


extendable pruner, Ue 


7 


£249, 0345 4741041, & 


‘‘ 


niwaki.com 


Gransfors Bruks hand 
chopper, £82, 0800 096 
0938, manufactum.co.uk 


Bob's Basics: Pruning, Training 
and Tidying by Bob Flowerdew, 
£7.99, 020 7692 7215, kylebooks.com 


(GoBS BASICS) 
PRUNING, 
TRAINING 

AND TIDYING 


f 
H 
/ 


Blundstone Ys = 


192 safety boot, = 
£89, 01600 887111, Burnham Beeches, by Herbert Kerr Rooke (1922) 


vintage poster print, from £9.95 for A4 print, 
0800 952 0089, It museumshop.co.uk 


shoeland.co.uk 


Flymo EasiCut Cordless 500 hedgetrimmer, - Bob Flowerdew - 


£79.99, 0844 844 4558, shop.flymo.co.uk 


see overleaf for more products > 
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dig in shopping 


Concept 23 ear 
protection, £9.75, 4 
01276 417610, stihl.co.uk 


: =] 
= - 


Cordless chainsaw MSA 160 C-BQ, 
£279, 01276 417610, stihl.co.uk 


Fiskars telescopic 
lopper, £31.99, 

0345 077 8888, 
homebase.co.uk 


Gillitzer wooden 
sawing block, £111, 
0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


Norfolk jerkin, 
£145, 01328 820699, 
carriercompany.co.uk 


od 
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Rubber chainsaw boots, 
£74, 01276 417610, stihl.co.uk 


Sp 


The Beauty of Trees by Michael Jordan, 
£20, 020 7291 7200, quercusbooks.co.uk 


Husqvarna technical 
gloves with saw protection, 
£39, husqvarna.com 
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Architectural Heritage 


ANTIQUE @& FINE REPRODUCTION 
GARDEN ORNAMENT 


Taddington Manor, Taddington, Gloucestershire, 
England GL54 5RY Tel: 01386 584 414. 
wwwarchitectural-heritage.co.uk 


~ Sicily — private gardens 
Venice & the Veneto 


Explore the best hidden gardens Italy has to offer 


Together with Italy we also offer botanical tours to France, 
Portugal, Morocco, South Africa and Namibia. 


Small groups * Hotels of character * Fully guided. 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


Corydalis ochroleuca 

(syn. Pseudofumaria alba) 

A froth of pale, creamy flowers on pale leaves for 
month after month; it’s the plant that just keeps 
giving. It looks frail but is perfectly hardy and 
grows in sunor shade. It might bea pest if it 
were not so easy to pull up. Great for fillingin 
gaps until you get round to planting them up. 

I think it does bestin damp shade but it'seems 
quite happy self-sowing in south-facing stone 


) walls as well. Bizarrely it isin the poppy family.“™"" 


/ Height25cm: 

Growing conditions Sun or shade: 
Hardiness USDA 5a-7b*® 

Origin Southeastern Europe. 
Séason.of interest, May — October, 
¢ « 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath. 
specialplants.net 


Rudbeckia triloba 

Rudbeckia triloba is one of the best of the 
many, many, bright-yellow, late-blooming 
American daisies. Relatively short, it 
provides a one-metre, airy mound of 
clear, brilliant yellow for two months. 
Commonly known as brown-eyed Susan, 
it has small flowers each with a vivid, 
almost black, central cone. They appear 
in continuous profusion for months, 
making the whole plant seem to dance 
with joy. Not long-lived, it is usually at its 
best in its second year, and will self-seed 
gently. It’s also much loved by butterflies 
and flower arrangers. AGM*. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Origin USA. 

Season of interest August — October. 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Amsonia hubrichtil 

In the USA, where this species originates, 
it is sometimes known as the prairie blue 
star, and as such it is very well named. In 
May and June it is covered in pale-blue 
stars that are held above the finest of 
leaves. But the real glory of the plant 
comes in October when the thread-like 
leaves flush purple, then orange, then 
brightest gold until the whole plant glows 
like a setting sun, positively luminous. It 
will grow and flower in light shade, but if 
you want to get the best autumn colour, 
give it full sun and good soil to make it 
think it is back home on the prairie. 


Height 75cm. 

Growing conditions Sun. 

Hardiness USDA 5a-8b. 

Origin Arkansas, USA. 

Season of interest May and October. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Days may be getting shorter and cooler, but Derry Watkins finds plenty 
of warm colour to compensate, especially among the autumnal foliage 


“ 
= 
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Cercidiphyllum japonicum 

A graceful, multi-stemmed tree from Japan. 
Its heart-shaped leaves are flushed with 
pink when they first emerge, then gradually 
turn green. In autumn the leaves turn gold 
(or even orange, purple and red on acid 
soils), and as they fall the most delicious 
burnt-sugar smell tickles your nose. Hard to 
locate, you crush a leaf and can’t find the 
smell but then another waft of caramel hits 
you as you wade through a pile of dead 
leaves. You know it is Cercidiphyllum 
playing tricks on you again. AGM. 


Height 10-20m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
not too dry, said not to like alkaline soils, 
but thrives on my alkaline clay. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 

Origin Japan and China. 

Season of interest April and October. 
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Gillenia trifoliata 

This was my mother’s favourite plant so 
I am sentimentally attached to it. In June 
exquisite, white, star flowers emerge 
from red calyxes on wiry red stems. 
From July to September it is a mound 
of green, then in October the whole 
plant turns gold and bronze for a final 
fling before it disappears below ground 
for winter. In flower it looks like a 

small shrub, but it is completely 
herbaceous. My mother grew it in the 
woods in Connecticut, but here in 
Wiltshire I find it needs at least half 

a day of sun to flourish. AGM. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9a. 

Origin USA and Canada. 

Season of interest June and October. 


Beesia calthifolia 
A slow-growing mound of dark, shiny, 


Salvia leucantha ‘Purple Velvet’ 
Salvia leucantha is a vigorous, tender 
salvia, rather late-blooming. It makes 

a mound of long, felted, grey leaves, 
usually nearly a metre high and wide by 


slightly marbled, heart-shaped, evergreen 
leaves, which look as though they have 
been lacquered. Tiny white flowers on 
thin, dark stems appear well above the 
leaves all summer. The tiny seedpods 

are like elegant slippers that pop 

open at the toe to release the seeds. 

A fairly new reintroduction from 


September when the flowers begin to 
emerge. In October it is a fountain of 
purple. The flowers are actually white, 
but the calyxes and the whole flowering 
stem are covered in furry purple velvet, 
making the long arching flowering stem 
look like scrunched up purple and white 
chenille, totally surreal. Purple Velvet is 
all purple, less shocking but easier to use 
in the garden. 


China, it rewards close inspection. 
I have mine in a raised bed in a shady 


border where I can see it close up. 
I only wish I had a whole drift of them. 


Height 20cm (leaves), 35cm (flowers). 


Height 1m. Growing conditions Shade, good 
Growing conditions Full sun, frost free. soil, not dry. 

Hardiness USDA 8a-10b. Hardiness USDA 6b-8b. 

Origin Mexico and Central America. Origin China. 


Season of interest September — October. Season of interest Year round. 


Knoll Gardens in 


i) 
| a Ce 5 Dorset is a four-acre 


showcase for nurseryman 


to V | S it Neil Lucas to demonstrate 


his near encyclopaedic 


Tuesday — Saturday, 
10am-5pm (10am-4pm, 
November — March). 
Stapehill Rd, Hampreston, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 


Derry shares some of her 

. knowledge of grasses. 7ND. Tel 01202 873931, 
favourite places to see lhavemevenbeent knollgardens.co.uk 
plants at their best. but I'm dying to go Pan-Global Plants is 


full of weird and wonderful 
plants from all over the 
world, many collected by 
“ : : . ; Nick Macer on his travels. 

| Gardens ePiShcnss His nursery, in an old walled 
Stee eee garden, has trees, shrubs, 


to see the hundreds of 
different grasses growing 
happily with a profusion of 
late-flowering perennials. 
Almost all are available in 
the adjacent nursery. Open 


ws, 


* 


MARTIN HUGHES-JONES / ALAMY 
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Polystichum setiferum 
‘Pulcherrimum Bevis’ 

Its long, arching fronds taper to an almost 
braided tip as the final leaves intertwine 
giving it its characteristic elegant droop. 
The lacy leaves are more substantial than 
they look, almost plastic to the touch, 
making this tougher than most ferns. A 
metre high and a metre across, it looks a bit 
like a tree fern without a trunk, giving a 
luxurious tropical air to the garden all 
year round. Give it plenty of space to show 
off its sculptural shape. AGM. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Light shade, best if 
not too dry, but tolerant once established. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 6a-8b. 

Origin Europe, found in a hedgerow in 
Devon in the 19th century. 

Season of interest Year round. 


Eryngium pandanifolium 
‘Physic Purple’ 

In Europe we think of eryngiums as prickly 
sea hollies with flowers in a big ruff of 
bracts. But those from South America have 
long, sword-shaped leaves, looking more 
like kniphofias. This species is one of the 
biggest, with spiny-edged leaves, up to a 
metre long, radiating in every direction. In 
September a flowering stem emerges, each 
branching side shoot tipped with a small 
thimble in October and November. In 
‘Physic Purple’ these are a deep, purply red. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun, not too dry, 
better in a sheltered site. 

Hardiness USDA 7b-9b. 

Origin South America. This cultivar was 
selected at Chelsea Physic Garden. 
Season of interest August - December. 


succulents and perennials 
you have never seen before, 
many of them planted ina 
fascinating small garden on 
site. Open Wednesday — 
Sunday, llam-5pm, 
February — October. The 
Walled Garden, Frampton 


Court, Frampton-on-Severn, 


Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 
Tel 01452 741641, 
panglobalplants.com 
Westonbirt Arboretum 
covers an area of 600 acres 


that is home to more than 
3,000 species of tree. 
There may be more 
wonderful places to see 
trees in their glorious 
autumn colour, but if there 
are | don't know of them. 
This is a great place 
for learning about trees or 
just taking a long walk at 
any time of year, but in 
October it is an explosion 
of colour. Laid out as an 
arboretum in the 19th 


JOHN GLOVER / ALAMY 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Melianthus major 

Easily my favourite foliage plant. The 
blue-grey leaves look as though they have 
been cut with pinking shears and cast 
beautiful shadows. Melianthus has a 
reputation for not being hardy but in 

my experience, once they get their roots 
below the frost line they are indestructible. 
The top growth dies back in January but 

I don’t cut it down until I see new growth, 
usually in May. After a really hard winter 
it may not sprout until late June. In 
milder climates the top growth stays and 
produces handsome, red-brown flower 
spikes the following spring. AGM. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 8a-11. 
Origin South Africa. 

Season of interest June — December. 


century to display the 
amazing diversity of trees 
plant hunters were sending 
back for the first time, it 
has been added to 
continuously ever since. 
They don't call it the 
National Arboretum 

for nothing. Open 

daily, 9am-5pm. 
Westonbirt, Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire GL8 8QS. 
Tel 01666 880220, 
forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt 
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W G GRACE & SON LTD 


Designers & Joiners of 
Traditional Greenhouses 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 


Wwww.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 

Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, 

Staffordshire ST10 2EG 


Bespoke service available 


Contact us for more information on our services and products: 


01647 252995 www.wggrace.co.uk 


eden project 
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GARDENER’S 
DELIGHT 


Described as the eighth wonder 
of the world, the Eden Project 


< is a spectacular global garden, 
te ® | DN providing a horticultural spectacle 
oi pr Val AS whatever the weather this autumn. 
My v e% % L f tic zon 
ee | ‘, ( plal lla ‘al 


THE 


GREAT 
| CARDEN 


OF CORNWALL 


www.edenproject.com 


The Eden Project is an educational charity that connects us with 
each other and the living world. Registered Charity No. 1093070 
Eden Project, Bodelva, Cornwall, PL24 2SG | 01726 811911 


urban gardener 


Cabbages and kings 


Jojo takes some time off from her allotment to visit Hampton Court Palace and 


is enchanted by the recently restored 18th-century kitchen garden that is planted with 
authentic fruit and vegetable crops from the era and is fit for a king 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


Before refrigeration and the jet engine, 
having continual access to choice, fresh foods 
meant living like a king — royalty was defined 
partly by its ability to eat a melon out of 
season. Horticultural skills refined over 
generations resulted in intensively managed 
kitchen gardens that supplied an unending 
succession of fruit and vegetables. This 
reached its apotheosis during the reigns 

of the pleasure-loving Georgians. From 

1702 to 1842 it was the gardens at Hampton 
Court Palace that supplied all the royal 


palaces with a vast range of fruit and 
vegetables throughout the year. 

To mark the 300th anniversary of the 
Hanoverian succession this year, the Royal 
Kitchen Garden at Hampton Court Palace 
has been restored according to cartographer 
and engraver John Rocque’s original plan 
of 1736, along with archaeological evidence 
from the site itself. Walking around the 
walled kitchen garden, it is immediately 
apparent that, while some things may have 
changed in the past 300 years, modern 


vegetable growers and Georgian gardeners 
still have a great deal in common. 

Work only began in the kitchen garden in 
2013 and the scale of what has been achieved 
is impressive. When digging started the 
ground was found to be surprisingly poor, 
and the compacted river gravel has been 
improved with tons of mushroom compost 
and leaf mould mulch. It was then planted 
with neat rows of peas, beans, salad, potatoes, 
artichokes and herbs. These repeat like 
horticultural patchwork in perfect > 
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urban gardener 


It was Queen Anne who in 1702 had the idea to 
plant a kitchen garden, her brief: ‘severall varietys 
of Eatables, the most proper for her Majesty's Use’ 


[> rectangles, with the turrets and towers 


of the palace forming a stately backdrop. 


This massive walled plot was the tiltyard 
during Henry VIII’s reign. Henry 
revelled in displays of chivalry and this 
orderly chequerboard once echoed to 
the sound of thundering hooves and 
lances against shields. 

By 1689 jousting had fallen out of 
fashion and William and Mary ordered 
the plot to be remade as a garden. It was 
Queen Anne who in 1702 had the idea to 
plant a kitchen garden, her brief: ‘severall 
varietys of Eatables, the most proper for 
her Majesty’s Use. 

The newly restored kitchen garden is 
big, but it’s just one sixth of the original 
garden’s six-acre size. It remained under 
cultivation until 1842, when Hampton 
Court ceased to be an occupied royal 
residence and royal vegetable cultivation 
was moved to Frogmore, closer to 
Windsor Castle where Queen Victoria 
was more regularly in residence. 

Despite the popularity of the 
landscape movement in the 18th century, 
a closer look at the planting plan reveals 
the Georgian love of pattern-making and 
formality. In the vegetable garden 
devotion to order is paramount. 

The garden is quartered by paths that 
split the central area into four sections, 
with the surrounding walls (one made 
with hollow bricks to retain heat) 
providing shelter for fruit trees to grow 
against, including apricot, peach, cherry, 
plum and nectarine. 

Within the four main sections are 
60 smaller beds (an arm’s width across 
for easy working and about 2m long), 
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separated by stamped earth paths that 
are surprisingly like the ones on my 
allotment. Around the vegetable plots is a 
border planted with a repeating pattern: 
rosemary, apple, redcurrant, gooseberry 
followed by blackcurrant. The four broad 
main paths lead to a circular bench at the 
garden’s centre surrounding a quince tree 
(cultivar ‘Champior). It is a great vantage 
point for surveying the exquisite order 
and enviable lack of weeds. 

When deciding what to plant, kitchen 
garden keeper Vicki Cooke would have 
liked to work from the original gardeners 
notes to keep the crops historically 


> 


accurate. However, 18th-century head 
gardeners’ journals were highly collectible 
items and the Hampton Court journal 
was sold into private hands and lost. 
Instead Vicki drew on her experience at 
The Heritage Seed Library and used as a 
reference point a copy of the 1706 book 
The Retired Gard’ner by royal gardeners 
George London and Henry Wise. 

It’s the mixture of newly planted crops 
and a historic site that enchants me. In the 
corner of the garden is an 18th-century 
square pool for watering purposes, 
fed and refreshed continually by water 
diverted from the Longford River. This 
remarkable mains water channel supplied 
not only this pool but also a fountain at 
the palace (which is still working) and a 
gravity-fed flushing toilet. Perhaps the 
past isn’t such another country after all. 


* Hampton Court Palace 

East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9AU. 

Tel 0844 482 7777, hrp.org.uk 

Palace and gardens open daily, 1Oam-6pm. 


Heritage plots 
If you want to plant your own historic garden, here 
are a few of the cultivars grown at Hampton Court: 


Apples 

‘Pitmaston Pine Apple’ is crab apple-sized 
with a pineapplely flavour. ‘Devonshire 
Quarrenden’ is strawberry flavoured, while 
‘Lemon Pippin’ has a lovely citrus tang. 
WHERE TO BUY 

« Brogdale 

Tel 01795 531888, brogdaleonline.co.uk 

* Keepers Nursery 

Tel 01622 726465, www.keepers-nursery.co.uk 
* Orange Pippin Fruit Trees 

Tel 01759 392007, orangepippintrees.co.uk 


Melons 

The kitchen garden has six high-sided timber 
hotbeds, which use the heat from decomposing 
horse manure to grow tender plants. Try ‘Petit 
Gris de Rennes’ (green skin and orange flesh) or 
‘Prescott Fond Blanc’, with ribbed and marbled 
skin, sweet orange flesh and exquisite fragrance. 
WHERE TO BUY 

+ Plant World Seeds 

Tel 01803 872939, plant-world-seeds.com 

* The Real Seed Catalogue 

Tel 01239 821107, realseeds.co.uk 


Peas 

While visiting we were offered a Civil War or Carlin 
pea fresh from the pod. Sometimes called pigeon 
peas, the small, nutty brown pea was a staple dried 
crop that helped northern communities through 
the food shortages caused by the English Civil War. 
They have a striking purple flower, and | think they 
might be rather delicious cooked with a ham hock. 
WHERE TO BUY 

* Thomas Etty Esq 

Tel 01460 298249, thomasetty.co.uk 
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taking grass a step further 


RHS Silver & Bronze Award winners at Chelsea 2010, 2012 and 2014 


™ i |i Be "a 


Discover the secret 


Of elegant t gardens. ee 


Arches * Pergolas * Gazebos * Bowers 


Obelisks * Screens * Fruit Cages 


With over 40 years of expertise, we have a passion for 
gardens. Whether you want a simple arch or a labyrinth of 
Timeless and stylish Petrous Collection walkways no job is too big or small. Ve have the largest 
from Global Stone selection of garden structures on the market either in stock or 


: made to measure. Call us now to discuss your requirements. 
An exclusive range, perfect for contemporary ” : 


indoor and outdoor designs. 


: www.agriframes.co.uk | 0845 260 4450 (local rate) 
Discover the range at 


www.globalstonepaving.co.uk/petrous-collection 
or call 0845 60 60 240 


GLOBAL STONE 


NATURAL STONE PAVING 


*Sale Ends 31st October 2014 


20 Bare Root Wallflowers = 
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Bare root plants flower 


earlier and last longer! 


With big colourful clusters of highly scented 
blooms, the Wallflower is a much-loved 
addition to the Spring garden. And there’s no 
better way to ensure a stronger plant with more 
abundant flowers than by planting the traditional way, 
in Autumn, as bare roots. 


wi @ 


All our Wallflowers are UK grown, hand graded, 
wrapped and despatched within 48 hours of lifting 
from the nursery to guarantee the best quality. Ready 
to plant straightaway in a sunny spot, you can 

look forward to a gloriously esoural 

sweetly perfumed Spring garden for 
years to come! 


¢ Despatched from early 
October ready for planting 
straight out. 

¢ Flowering season from 
March to May, height 35cm 

mL (1 4in). 

el (sae, ° Fully Winter hardy 
ersian Carpet’! _ perennials. 


Mixed £ Last order date end 
1 ween October. 


Wallflowers next Spring 
by planting as bare roots 
this Autumn!” 
BUY any 3 packs and 
get the third FREE — 
SAVE £7.95! 
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Purple Shades 


a5 BY, 
~ Ivory White 


Hours: 8am-8pm — 7 days a week 


Please post to: Mr Fothergill’s, (F15BWGL1), 
Gazeley Road, Kentford, Suffolk CB8 7QB 

Your rar »f Satis N All plants should arrive 
in good condition and perform well once planted. Should any of our 
plants fail to give satisfaction we will replace or refund without question. 


| enclose my cheque made payable to Mr Fothergill’s. Or debit my VISA Mastercard Maestro * Remember to quote your promotional code 
Card number: F15BWGL1 at the checkout to SAVE £2 on 
Fn P&P (normally £4.95). 


Postage & Packing 


TOTAL AMOUNT 


Maestro 3 digit security code: 
issue: oo: (last 3 numbers on : 
date: £........ Hy signature strip) i... 


Offer subject to availability and cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer from Mr 
ads Aas . Fothergill’s. See website for terms and 
Please send me my free conditions. Credit/debit cards charged at time of 
. ordering. Please tick C1 if you would prefer not 
copy. Complete this coupon to receive offers other than from our Company. 
and post it to us or request 


the catalogue online. 


gardening talent 


Rory Dusoir 


Since volunteering at Great Dixter during his student holidays, freelance gardener 
Rory has always felt compelled to create gardens with a sense of place 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory | remember my mother trying to teach 
me the names of wild flowers growing along the coast of Co. Antrim in 
Northern Ireland, where we moved when | was four. 
Did you always want to become a gardener? | studied Classics 

at Oxford and used to walk through a park with wild flowers on 

my way to lectures. When | started the degree | had no interest in 
gardening, but when | finished | could think of nothing else. 

Who has inspired your career the most? Christopher Lloyd [the late 
owner] and Fergus Garrett [head gardener] at Great Dixter in Sussex. 

| was aware of the garden mainly through Christo's writing and | simply 
wrote to him to see if | could volunteer during my summer holiday. 
When | arrived, Christo said to Fergus: “You'll have to watch him.” | must 
have done OK as | returned as an employee four years later. 


Three tips for every gardener Look after your hands; wear lots of 


layers; spend time learning Latin plant names — there are no shortcuts. 


Most valuable training Learning how to stake plants properly; if 
it’s done badly you end up seeing lots of stakes or the plant itself 
can appear somewhat trussed up. 


Describe your approach to gardening | think it’s very important 
that garden designs develop from a sense of place. Your starting point 
should relate to your surroundings in some way, whether it’s the house, 
elements of the local vegetation, or whatever. 

Under appreciated plant Cotoneaster horizontalis: it’s got everything — 
incredible form, good foliage, flowers, berries and autumn colour. 

If you could only take one plant when you leave your garden, what 
would it be? An Agave attenuata grown from a small offset. You tend 
to value plants that grow slowly and have been with you for a while. 
Dream plant destination Canary Islands, which have their own 
peculiar character and a surprising number of hardy, garden- 
worthy plants, or Mt Kinabalu, which is a biodiversity hotspot. 
Favourite gardening blogs — or books? | recently really enjoyed 

a book called Voltaire's Vine and Other Philosophies by Damon Young. 
It helps to explain why gardening is such a compelling activity. 
Contact rorydusoir.com 


* Look out for Rory’s selection of the best climbing plants in the November 
issue of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 
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Landscape architect Petra Pelz has created a magical garden 
using structural grasses and a limited mix of colourful perennials 


« 


CRAEL BRECKWOLDT TRANSLATED BY ERIKA BAKER 
Bo @PHQTOGRAPHY SABRINA ROTHE 
+ : 
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hen you arrive at Petra Pelz’s 

house in the small town of Biederitz near 
Magdeburg there’s little to distinguish it 
from most of the others on the street. It’s 
smart but you might be hard pressed to pick 
it out as the home of one of Germany’s most 
respected landscape architects. It’s only once 
you pass through the house and into the 
garden at the rear that you begin to 
understand how far from ordinary it really is. 

For a moment you can feel as though 
you've magically stepped into another world. 
The planting is so tall and dense that the 
neighbouring houses become lost behind 
silver Miscanthus and the splendidly 
coloured foliage of Amelanchier lamarckii. 

From the house a narrow, brick path 
snakes its way along the garden’s length, 
leading you into the seemingly endless 
garden. As you make your way along it you 
start to forget you're in a suburban garden 
that measures just 11m x 40m. So lush is the 
surrounding sea of grasses and perennial 
flowers, and so carefully has Petra blurred her 
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Pert hials expert Petra Pelz was the first 
Evitopeand® receive the American Perenfial Plant ft) » 
nl Jd Ty | F <* 
$ Association prestigious Lundécape Design Award. §§ 


boundaries, it doesn’t take a huge leap of 
imagination to picture yourself deep in 
a wild, grassland prairie. 

It all looked very different when Petra 
bought the house more than 30 years ago. 
Then it was what she calls a very typical 
German garden with lots of vegetables and 
fruit trees constrained within good evergreen 
structure. Today the good structure remains 
but it’s looser, more experimental, based on 
what Petra likes to call “ordered chaos”. 

Grasses, especially Miscanthus and 
Hakonechloa, feature prominently in this 
ordered chaos, providing both the informal 
structure and the movement Petra loves. 


So lush is the surrounding 
sea of grasses and perennial 
flowers [that] it doesn’t take 
a huge leap of imagination 
to picture yourself deep in 

a wild, grassland prairie 


“They sway with the slightest of breezes,” she 
says, “giving an impression of lightness and 
playfulness. And they give each area of the 
garden the distinct character I’m looking for.” 
From June onwards tall, tight tufts of 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ and the 
silver-pink plumes of Miscanthus sinensis 
“Malepartus’ dominate the view, providing a 
focal point that draws your attention away 
from garden borders, tempting you to venture 
ever further and discover its hidden treasures. 
They also help frame Petra’s richly woven 
tapestry of groundcovering perennials, which 
blankets the ground completely from spring 
through to autumn — so densely packed no 
weed would stand a chance. To achieve this 
effect she sticks to a small number of plants, 
which includes the soft spikes of Stachys 
byzantina ‘Big Ears’, Stachys macrantha 
“Superba; the delicate daisies Kalimeris incisa 
“Madiva; Aquilegia, geraniums and asters. 
Although she deliberately limits herself to 
a small selection of perennials and grasses, 
Continued on page 42 [> 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


Parthenocissus quinquefolia 

Grown over a pergola, this Virginia creeper, with its 

spectacular autumn colour, helps blur the boundary 
between Petra’s garden and that of her neighbour. 


Panicum virgatum ‘Rehbraun’ 
Both the reddening tips of its leaves and the reddish 
shimmer to its ears help enrich the autumn garden. 
Sedum (Herbstfreude Group) ‘Herbstfreude’ r a; 
The wine-coloured flower head of the sedum = 
provides an attractive structural contrast 
to the many grasses. AGM*. 
Cydonia oblonga 
Petra thinks the quince tree and the aroma of its 
luminous, yellow fruit is the essence of autumn. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


prairie style garden 
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tate including the low-growing Hakonechloa macra oe 
(bottom left) and the tall, pinkish plumes of Miscanthus sinensis 
. ‘Malepartds' -enhanceé the rich-reds-of Sanguisorba ere 
‘Tanna’ and Persicaria SE exicas JS Caliente’ 


[> the garden feels rich and diverse. “This is 
because I use only graceful grasses and plants 
with attractive foliage,” she explains. “These 
produce an ever-changing pattern of colours 
and shapes throughout the year.” 

In summer the garden buzzes with the 
bright colours of phlox, monarda and 
rudbeckia, but now in autumn the intensity 
of that summer colour is beginning to fade, 
giving way to the pale violets of her favourite 
asters and the muted reds of Sedum 
(Herbstfreude Group) “Herbstfreude’. 

Petra’s keen sense of how plants work 
together comes from her many years’ 
experience designing public and private 
spaces, and she has established a worldwide 
reputation for perennial planting schemes, 
unusual for a landscape architect. 

Her Damascene conversion to prairie-style 
planting came in the early 1990s when, 
shortly after she had set up her own agency, 
she discovered the work of Wolfgang Oehme. 
Oehme was the co-founder of the hugely 
influential US landscape architects Oehme 
van Sweden, and like Petra was originally 
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from East Germany. The pair became close 
friends and professional collaborators. 

Petra loved Oehme’s generous use of 
plants and his style of arranging perennials 
and grasses into a patchwork of colours. It’s 
a style she’s adapted to her own garden with 
islands of flowering perennials, between her 
grasses and shrubs. By placing tall flowering 
plants, such as Thalictrum rochebrunianum 
and Helianthus microcephalus, at the back of 
the beds, and medium-tall plants, such as 
Agastache rugosa and Verbena bonariensis, in 
the centre, Petra gives these colour islands a 
three-dimensional almost sculptural feel. 

At the end of the garden, dense planting 
opens out to reveal a small lawn with a pretty 


Now in autumn the bright 
summer colours of phlox, 
monarda and rudbeckia 
are starting to give way to 
violet-coloured asters and 
muted reds of sedum 


summerhouse. Surrounded by trees and 
shrubs in their autumn glory, the charming 
structure looks as though it sits at the 
entrance to a small wood. In fact all the trees 
are in neighbouring gardens, but by including 
them visually in her planting plan. Petra leaves 
you feeling the garden goes on and on. A 
sleight of hand, perhaps, but all gardeners 
need a few tricks up their sleeves. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Discover more about Petra Pelz's work 
at la-pelz.de 

Tel +49 5138 7097660 


Thanks to Dr Noél Kingsbury for his help and 
advice with this feature. 


READER OFFER 

Knoll Gardens, the UK's leading ornamental 
grass specialist, is offering GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED readers a 10 per cent discount 
across its extensive range of grasses and 
perennials. See page 105 for details. 


prairie style garden 
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Panicum virgatum ‘Northwind’ 
Petra uses this tall switch grass, which grows up to 
1.8m, to add height to the back of flower beds. 


Amelanchier lamarckii 
Asmall tree that Petra loves for several reasons: it 
doesn't grow too tall, it flowers profusely, it bears 
edible fruit and has stunning autumn foliage. 


Malus x zumi ‘Professor Sprenger’ 
A beautiful ornamental crab apple tree with pretty 
white blossom and rich orange-red fruit. 


Aster ‘Pink Star’ 

Petra uses several asters to brighten up her 
autumn planting, although she especially likes 
this natural-looking heath aster. 


T: ‘Absalon’ (1780), 7: Insulinde’ (1914), T: ‘Gloria Nigrorum’ (1837) 


T. ‘Absalon’ (furthest left) is moody with swirls of mahogany over a barely glimpsed yellow base, whereas T. ‘Insulinde’ (centre) is soft and marbled 
with grape. T. ‘Gloria Nigrorum’ (back, top left) is strikingly etched at the edges and marked with a central rib in the darkest of violets over ivory. 


rare and historic tulips 


Sd masters 


In the 17th century these rare and exquisite tulips sent a 


nation near crazy with ‘tulip mania, and even today a painterly display 
of these beauties can melt the heart of designer Arne Maynard 


RISJKSMUSEUM, AMSTERDAM 


)N 


WORDS ARNE MAYNARD PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


y passion for these rare, historic tulips began a few years ago when I started to grow 
Tulipa ‘The Lizard’ (see page 49) in the courtyard garden at my home Allt-y-bela, just by the 
front door. It’s a special moment when they appear in May, and they have multiplied, happy in 
the gritty conditions created to counteract the wet Welsh weather. Guests cannot pass without 
commenting. They are exquisite curiosities, and led me to seek out more rarities, my criteria 
being personal taste rather than any specific category of tulip. Last year a section of my kitchen 
garden was given over to trialling rows of Broken and Breeder tulips, which came up, like a 
perfect sweet shop. It was my ultimate pleasure to harvest them for the house and arrange them 
in the fashion of 17th-century Dutch floral still lifes. To catch a glimpse of these beautiful tulips 
through a door or window, is a heart-stopping way to travel through time. 

Broken or rectified tulips date back to the 17th century, when these flamed and feathered 
tulips changed hands for incredible prices across the Netherlands, leading to the ‘tulip mania’ 
that caused a speculative economic bubble in the 1630s. Today we know that the feathering is 
caused by a tulip breaking virus, but at the time it must have seemed like some kind of alchemy 
when the blooms began to show fine, contrasting flushes and tinged edges. Many true Broken 
tulips are still formed by this virus, which is carried by aphids, but breeders have managed to 
achieve similar results with a handful of cultivars, which resemble those known as Rembrandt 
tulips, where the colour break has a genetic rather than pathological basis. These may be safer 
(they won't infect other tulips), but they don’t carry the history and mystery of virused tulips. 

Almost as exquisite are the Breeders, from which the 
Broken tulips are bred. At one time these tulips with solid 
petal colours were valued solely for their rich hues that 
form the base for the Broken tulips. Now these Breeders 
with waxy petals in rose, mauve-purple and mahogany- 
browns are sought after in their own right. 

Today some of the most perfect examples of these 
tulips are grown by members of the Wakefield and North 
of England Tulip Society. Their tulips aren’t for sale, but in 
the true tradition of English Florists’ Societies, members 
cultivate and share bulbs among themselves. Some have 
been given to Hortus Bulborum in the Netherlands, 
which has increased stocks sufficiently to enable a few 
companies to offer a limited number for sale. It’s these 


commercially produced ones I have grown, and although 

they'd never make the standards of the Society’s show Dutch floral paintings, such as this 

1619 Still-Life with Flowers in a Wan-Li 
Vase by Ambrosius Bosschaert the 

+ Arne's choice of rare tulips continues over the next six pages, along Elder, provided the inspiration for 

with details of where you can find the bulbs for sale. > Arne'’s displays. 


bench, they are still glorious and timeless beauties. 
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T. Bridesmaid’ (1900) 


| love the elegance of the long, slender T. ‘Bridesmaid’ (also known as T. ‘Maid of Holland’). With fine, cherry-red feathering 


over white, it has a restraint and sophistication, more like an elegant, tailored suit than an attention-grabbing party outfit. 


rare and historic tulips 


T. ‘Columbine’ (1920) 


The markings of my T. ‘Columbine’ varied in their strength, but were consistent in their exquisite, imperial purple beauty. 
They open out like a cup to reveal black (pollen-bearing) anthers, striking in their contrast to the white ground. 


T: ‘Royal Sovereign’ (1809) and T: ‘Dom Pedro’ (1911) 


For sheer exhilarating extravagance, T. ‘Royal Sovereign’ with its fine, feathered edges is hard to beat. The mahogany red 


ona golden yellow ground is tempered here by the pairing with the wonderful solid velvety red-brown of T. ‘Dom Pedro! 


rare and historic tulips 


T. ‘The Lizard’ (1903) 


Like the rich end papers of a treasured old book, T. ‘The Lizard’ is a ravishing, swirling mix of deep lilac and dark reddish 
rose ona creamy yellow and white base. A particular favourite of mine, | eagerly await its return every May. 


T. ‘Mabel’ (1836) 


The clarity of the extraordinary, finely flamed and sometimes feathered deep-rose markings on a clear white ground 


give T. ‘Mabel’ the graphic qualities reminiscent of many of the tulips in the Dutch Master paintings. 


rare and historic tulips 


T. ‘Mrs Harold I Pratt’ (1926), T: ‘Lord Stanley’ (1880), T: ‘Prince of Wales’ (1863), 


T. ‘Mahogany King’ (1905) and T! ‘La Joyeuse’ (1863) 


These rare and subtle ‘Breeder’ tulips shown together, really demonstrate their pedigree — nothing garish, but a wonderful 
depth of colour. Middle top: the pale Rose Madder T. ‘Mrs Harold | Pratt’; centre: the dark- red T. ‘Lord Stanley’; from bottom left to 
top left: dark, purple-brown T. 'Prince of Wales’ reddish brown T. ‘Mahogany King’ and lilac pink, pale at the edges T.'La Joyeuse’ 


Cultivation notes 

In the wild, most tulips grow in mountainous areas where the melting snow provides 
plentiful moisture in spring, followed by several months of baking at high temperatures, 
which gives some indication of the conditions tulips need. With our often damp summers, 
it is recommended that you lift the tulips after the foliage has died down, and replant them 
in autumn. The soil should be well drained and the bulbs planted 10-15cm deep. 


Further information 


Suppliers Societies 

Jacques Amand Hortus Bulborum The Wakefield and North 
020 8420 7110, Foundation is dedicated of England Tulip Society 
jacquesamandintl.com to preserving historic North Yorkshire HG2 8AA. 
Peter C Nijssen tulip cultivars. tulipsociety.co.uk 
pcnijssen.nl hortus-bulborum.nl/english 


Reader offer and event 


Jacques Amand, the UK specialist in 
historic tulips, is offering readers the 
chance to purchase a selection of eight 
historic tulips at a special price. 

See page 104 for details. 


Designer Arne Maynard is holding a 
floral workshop, inspired by the paintings 
of the Dutch Masters, at Allt-y-bela on 

14 April 2015. For more information go to 
arnemaynard.com/courses 
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Autumn colour needn't be restricted: to foliages SA 


there are plenty of flowering Plants happy. 
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Martin Hughes- 
Jones is plantsman, 
photographer and 
writer who, along 
with his partner 
Sue Proud, runs 
Sampford Shrubs 
nursery and the 
adjoining Holbrook 
Garden in Devon. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 


given where available. 


y October, autumn is really starting 

to move into melancholy mode. 

Those long summer days are subtly 
changing into softer times where dew, damp 
foliage and misty dawns are later pierced by 
the lower angle of autumn light. But there 
is also a stillness that’s found at no other time 
of year with many colourful plants still 
offering to lift our spirits from now until the 
frosts arrive. A bonus too that the cooler days 
will mean the flowers will last so much longer. 
There’s a huge choice but a good peppering 
of hardy daisies provides a firm base into 
which you can add spice from colourful 
Central American salvias. 

For many, Michaelmas daisies are the 
archetypal autumn flower, but there are lots 
of other daisies worth considering. Silphium 
perfoliatum (see page 56) is a tall, golden- 
yellow, North American daisy with rather 
coarse leaves. Just when it flowers will 
vary with the season but it is often well into 
October before it is at its best. One of the 
most stunning, however, is Aster turbinellus 
(see page 57), also from North America. It has 
open-petalled, large, single daisy flowers with 
yellow centres that darken to almost purple 
after pollination. Backlit by the autumn sun, 
their immense, semi-transparent heads can 
look like clouds of electric-mauve. Not all 
daisies originate in North America; Aster 
ageratoides var. firmus (see page 57), with 
its gloriously rich purple flowers comes 
from Asia. Flowering from October to 
November it will tolerate part shade 
although it has a tendency to run. 

One autumn daisy we can sometimes 
overlook is the chrysanthemum. I don’t mean 
the plants grown under cover for pot mums 
or the show bench, but the hardy forms that 
provide beautiful border colour in late 
autumn. As with the asters, it is the single 
forms that have a particular elegance. 

I especially love Chrysanthemum ‘Nancy 
Perry’ (see page 57), which provides weeks 
of exquisite warm-pink flowers from mid [> 
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[> October. Its single flowers held on 

stems high above the foliage never fail to 
bring a smile to my face come November. It 
also has a cream-coloured sport — named 
by one of our customers after his wife — 
called C. ‘Anne Ratsey’ (see page 56), which 
also flowers from around the same time. 
Later still comes C. “Mary Stoker’ (see page 
56), which produces a swathe of apricot 
flowers well into November, as does the 
white C. ‘Innocence’ (see page 56). 

Salvias are the other autumn favourite. 
Many are borderline hardy, but they are so 
easy to propagate it would be madness 
not to use a few. The best known are the 
shrubby forms, which come in a range 
of reds, pinks, creams and yellows, but 
these need a sun-baked corner or a 
south-facing wall to do them justice. 

A hard winter may knock them to the 
ground but they are seldom killed off. 

My favourites, however, are the tall and 
airy herbaceous salvias that work so well 
with naturalistic plantings. Top of that list 
is Salvia uliginosa, a gorgeous Cambridge 
blue that will flower from late summer for 
months and months until it’s checked by 
frost. Equally tall and long blooming is the 
darker, inky purple S. ‘Indigo Spires’ (see 
far right), which works wonderfully in an 
autumn border with yellow daisies, such 
as rudbeckias, helianthus and Silphium 
perfoliatum (see page 56). S. atrocyanea 
(see right) and the relatively new 
S. ‘Amista@?’ have a similar inky purple hue. 
But if youre after a really a bold colour, the 
shocking pink S. involucrata“Hadsper’ 
(see right) can’t help but lift autumn spirits. 

Another shocking-pink mood lifter is 
Nerine bowdenit. This is a plant often 
recommended for a baked, south-facing 
wall but it will do equally well in more 
open positions in many gardens. Another 
bright autumn plant is Hesperantha 
coccinea (formerly Schizostylis coccinea). 
This South African native flowers best and 
longest in sunny but very moist sites, and 
offers a range of lovely colours from white 


through warm pinks to bright orange-pink. 


Also worthy of a mention is Digitalis 
canariensis (see far right). This glamorous 
relative of our own native foxglove will 
light up any garden and will tolerate some 
shade. Its gorgeous amber spikes are 
surely enough to shake the autumn 
melancholy out of anyone. 


+ Martin’s recommendations for late-flowering 
plants continue over the next six pages. 
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Late-season highlights 


SERRATULA SEOANEI! 


This late-flowering, diminutive knapweed is a 


real bee magnet. It needs a well-drained and 


sunny position, but will reward you with pretty, 
pink fuzzy heads atop tall, wiry stems. Flowers 


September to October. 45cm. USDA 7b-10a. 


SALVIA INVOLUCRATA ‘HADSPEN’ 
A bold, pink salvia that starts flowering in 
July or August until it is pruned to the ground 


by frosts. It is reliably hardy over much of 
Britain if it’s planted against a warm wall 
with free-draining soil. 2m. 


PENSTEMON ‘PINK PICOTEE’ 

Atidy little plant with fine, semi-evergreen 
foliage and a long succession of pink and 
cream tubular flowers that are held high 
above the foliage. Loved by butterflies, it 
needs to be planted in full sun. 50cm. 


SALVIA ATROCYANEA 

Attractive foliage with lovely, drooping inky 
flowers. Will tolerate half shade and still 
perform well. Likely to be hardy in most 
parts of Britain and blooms from August 
until the first frosts. 1.2m. 
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AGERATINA LIGUSTRINA 

An evergreen from central America that may 
be cut to the ground by a hard winter. Covered 
in small, creamy-white flowers, it has glossy, 
privet-like leaves and is best planted ina 
warm, sunny position with good drainage. 3m. 


PERSICARIA AMPLEXICAULIS 

TAURUS (=‘BLOTAU’) 

Prefers damper conditions and grows well in 
sun or shade. Fat, red-pink flowers appear in 
midsummer and last until late autumn. White 
and pink cultivars also available. 1.2m. 


HESPERANTHA COCCINEA ‘MAJOR’ 

This Southern African with a slightly glaucous, 
iris-like leaf, does best ina damp yet sunny 
site. Starts blooming in August and flowering 
will continue while temperatures allow. 

60cm. AGM. RHS H4. USDA 7a-9b. 


SALVIA ‘INDIGO SPIRES’ 

This hard-working salvia provides excellent 
colour from July through to November with 
tall spikes of indigo blue held above the 
foliage. Best in sun or light shade. 

1.2m. USDA 7a-11. 


DIGITALIS CANARIENSIS 

May be hardy in the mildest locations 
but better if overwintered frost free and 
planted out annually. The tawny amber 
spikes are a delightful addition to the 
autumn colour palette. 1m. 


SALVIA ‘PHYLLIS FANCY’ 

Will form a substantial bush, often over a 
metre, covered in pale lilac and inky purple 
flowers from August until frosts intervene. 
Content in sun or part shade and often hardy 
on free-draining soils. 1.2m. USDA 9b-11. 


Daisies 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘INNOCENCE’ 

This is one of those cultivars that pops up in 
many older gardens because it is such a good 
doer. The palest pink blooms quickly whiten 
as they develop. Flowers in October or 
November. 60cm. AGM. USDA 5b-9b. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘ANNE RATSEY’ 
Creamy-lemon, flat single daisies in October 
and November, sometimes with a fleck of 
pink, the colour of C. ‘Nancy Perry’ (see 
opposite) from which it sported in the 
Somerset garden of one of our customers. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘NANTYDERRY 
SUNSHINE’ 

Bright-yellow buttons in October make this 
hardy plant the perfect partner for grasses, 
such as Stipa calamagrostis or Anemanthele 
lessoniana. 50cm. AGM. RHS H4. 


SILPHIUM PERFOLIATUM 

A big yellow daisy that will add drama and 
height to the biggest border. The flowering 
time does seem to vary from year to year 
but is often extended well into autumn. 
3m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘MARY STOKER’ 

May not be hardy in northern gardens and 

is one of the later chrysanthemums to flower, 
but a warm and sheltered spot will produce 

a succession of apricot flowers into 
November. 90cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘EMPEROR OF CHINA’ 
An old stalwart of rather floppy habit, which 


will benefit from unobtrusive staking. It 
redeems itself when the leaves turn to dusky 
red just as the flowers open in late autumn. 
90cm. USDA 5a-9b. 
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ASTER TURBINELLUS 

Creates clouds of lavender-blue daisies 
held above sparse foliage for several weeks 
in October. Low autumn sunshine only 
enhances their delicate beauty. 

90cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


ASTER AGERATOIDES VAR. FIRMUS 

Atall aster that will run, but not worryingly 

so. Flowers can look insignificant unless 
positioned to catch the autumn light, then the 
saturation of purple combined with the yellow 
centre is guaranteed to lift flagging spirits. 1m. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘URI’ 

A solid, single flower in a warm shade of dusky 
pink. Flowers in October and works well with 
many other late-flowering chrysanthemums, 
and is extremely hardy. Suitable for sun or 
part shade. 60-70cm. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM ‘NANCY PERRY’ 

A lovely, warm-pink, single daisy that flowers 
for several weeks from mid October. Hardy 
clumps will reliably produce flowers for many 
years. The colour works well with much 
brickwork or painted walls. 60cm. 


Find the right spot 
Perhaps the best clue to any plant's 
ideal position is to look at the conditions 
in which it grows naturally in the wild. 
Serratula, for example, is found on 
sun-baked, gritty slopes and will be a joy 
inasunny spot; put it in a dank corner, 
however, and it will sulk and flower so 
late that the weather destroys its 
blooms before they reach their peak. 
Autumn weather can add to the 
challenges of finding the right position. 
October often ushers in stormy 
clouds, and even on clear days the sun 
is starting to lose its strength, so it pays 
to give flowering plants a position that 
allows some protection from the worst 
of the weather but provides them with 
enough sun to dry out. Doubles, in 
particular, with their cluttered flowers, 
are less able to dry well on shorter 
autumn days, and can become prone 
to fungal decay. It's not all bad news, 
however, as cooler temperatures 
mean the flowers of these autumn 
bloomers will last much longer than 
in hot summer weather. 


Planting companions 
Many late-flowering perennials, 
especially those with flowers that are 
held clear of their foliage, can look 
beautiful when planted among late 
grasses. Asters and chrysanthemums 
in particular both look wonderful in this 
combination, especially when lit by low 
autumn sun. They also both work well 
growing alongside the fading foliage of 
hostas. Falling autumnal leaves can 
provide some rather lovely pairings 
with perennials, especially against the 
blue-grey foliage of the shade-loving 
Eomecon chionantha or the flowers of 
an Impatien planted beneath a tree. 
Autumn berries — including the blue 
ones of Tropaeolum speciosum or the 
bright, orange-red fruits of the native 
bryony Tamus communis — can add a 
wonderful contrast of colour when these 
climbers are grown through perennials, 
but be careful they're not so vigorous 
that they overwhelm the plantings. 
Seedheads will also add some 
architectural spice — especially those 
of Primula florindae, the umbels of 
angelica, or wild carrot Daucus carota. 
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Where to see and buy 


« Ashwood Nurseries, 
Ashwood Lower Lane, 
Ashwood, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands DY6 OAE. 
Tel 01384 401996, 
ashwoodnurseries.com 


* The Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 


* Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Sands Lane, Badsey, Evesham, 
Worcestershire WR11 7EZ. 

Tel 01386 833849, cgf.net 


* Dove Cottage 
Shibden Hall Road, Halifax, 
West Yorkshire HX3 9XA. 
Tel 01422 203553, 
dovecottagenursery.co.uk 


+ Dyson’s Nurseries 
Great Comp Garden, Comp Lane, 
Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8QS. 
Tel 01732 885094, 
greatcompgarden.co.uk 


* Knoll Gardens, 
Stapehill Road, Hampreston, 
Wimborne BH21 7ND. 
Tel 01202 873931, 
knollgardens.co.uk 


* Old Court Nurseries 
Walwyn Road, Colwall, Malvern, 
Worcestershire WR13 6QE. 
Tel 01684 540416, 
autumnasters.co.uk 


* Sampford Shrubs 
Sampford Peverell, Tiverton, 
Devon EX16 7EN. 
Tel 01884 821164, samshrub.co.uk 


* Woottens of Wenhaston 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, 
Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 QHD. 
Tel 01502 478258, 
woottensplants.com 


Reader tour 

Martin's own garden, Holbrook Garden, 
is one of the gardens we'll be visiting on 
our reader tour of Devon next June. 
See page 13 for more information. 
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Shade-tolerant plants 


EOMECON CHIONANTHA 

Arampant, ground-hugging plant that is 
peppered with single white flowers in late 
autumn. Useful in moist, dark places, but best 
saved for spots where its invasive roots won't 
swamp other favourites. 45cm. USDA 6a-9b. 


STROBILANTHES NUTANS 

This lovely plant, from Nepal, provides dense 
groundcover for much of the year and pretty, 
pure-white, bell-like flowers from late summer 
until October. Ideal for woodland areas and 
tolerant of quite heavy shade. 1m. 


BEGONIA GRANDIS SUBSP. EVANSIANA 
Wonderful in dry shade, where its soft pink 
or white flowers lift a dark corner from 
midsummer right through autumn. Late 

to emerge from dormancy in spring. 

60cm. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 6a-11. 


IMPATIENS STENANTHA 
This yellow busy lizzie, together with the 


purple and cream Impatiens arguta and 
the dusky yellow /mpatiens omeiana, will 
provide a long succession of flowers 
throughout autumn. 40cm. USDA 7a-11. 
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ANEMONE HUPEHENSIS VAR. 
JAPONICA ‘BRESSINGHAM GLOW’ 
This autumn-flowering anemone is less 
vigorous and flowers rather later than 
some better-known anemones. It has 
an intensity of flower colour that will 
brighten up any shady corner. Grows 

in part shade and benefits from humus- 
rich soils that do not lie wet. 80cm. 


Arne Maynard 


His name may be Scandinavian and his style quintessentially English, but 
this master of design has lost his heart to a garden in the Welsh hills 


WORDS CAMILLA SWIFT PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


is father was American, his mother German, he has a 
H Scandinavian name yet Arne Maynard is the acclaimed 
designer of quintessentially English country gardens. 

Arne caught the gardening bug early. Aged four he fell for a 
majestic neighbouring yew shaped like a wedding cake; topiary 
as pointers still feature large in his designs. Arne and his fully 
functioning child-size mower spent happy hours following his 
adopted grandfather (who always gardened in a tie) and a vintage 
Suffolk Punch. At school, gardening books won over sport. He 
devoured them, despite being a terrible reader. Percy Thrower’s 
In Your Greenhouse was an early favourite, followed by Gertrude 
Jekyll on asters. He just loved being outside, exploring abandoned 
cottages, deserted gardens with plants piercing brambles; “traces 
of other people’s passions”. He remains inspired by the natural 
environment, seeking out plant combinations in hedgerows, 
meadows, verges, unusual materials in walls, fences, and buildings. 

His godmother, who confidently prophesied that whatever he 
did he would be good at it, took him to nurseries and gardens, 
armed with an umbrella, closed even in rain, a repository for 
purloined cuttings. “We called them umbrella plants,” says Arne. 
They went to Cranborne, the first time he’d seen a knot garden, or 
an old fashioned rose.“T loved it without knowing why. Something 
inside me went that’s right.” He talked plants with a nice lady 
gardener, neck frills, strings of pearls, and a butler hovering with 
a jug of ice-cold lemonade on a silver salver. Lady Salisbury has 
been a principal source of inspiration ever since. In his late teens, 
disenchanted with gardening, he went to Oxford Polytechnic to 
study architecture —“too technical, it didn’t flick my switch” — 
followed by a spell in San Francisco, but missing the seasons, he 
returned to work at Clifton Nurseries. Bored of watering hanging 
baskets he apprenticed himself to Peter Hone, the architectural 
salvage and statuary dealer. “Peter made it happen. I started by 
designing places to put pieces bought by his clients.” Arne took off. 

In the past 25 years he’s created nearly 200 gardens the world 
over, including two show gardens at Chelsea: with Piet Oudolf in 
2000 for GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, and again in 2012 for Laurent- 
Perrier, both gold medal winners and the first also winning Best in 
Show. “But I wouldn't want to do that again for a bit, I can’t reinvent 
the wheel in such a short time.” He prefers real gardens: farmhouses, 
Chelsea mews, Middle Eastern palaces, beach houses in the Hamptons. 
New climates and new plants excite him, he enjoys working with 


Americans. “But as a gardener, I love to come home. Iam most 
comfortable designing for English country houses and estates.” 
Besides their gracefully romantic planting and strong 
architectural features, Arne’s gardens stand out because of his 

extraordinary talent for capturing the sense of place, blending 
formal, informal, traditional and contemporary, with apparently 
effortless elegance. He will spend considerable time looking from 
inside a house out because, “I want the garden to walk hand in 
hand with the house. My passion is creating the perfect harmony 
between house, garden, history, landscape, plants and the dreams 
of the owners. This is the soul of the garden.” 

He likes to take clients on the design journey, visiting gardens 
such as Rousham, getting them to love the process of gardening; 
but they must always feel they are making their own decisions. “Tl 
sow the seed and leave it,” he says. Seeds have sometimes involved 
moving a lake or diverting a driveway. “Looking out of the window 
on to a sea of cars is like living in a Sainsbury’s car park,” he says. 

Allt-y-bela, his own garden, is hidden in a valley near Usk. 
When he moved here with his partner William Collinson seven 
years ago, it was love at first sight. “I felt we had come home.” Arne 
and William’s self-imposed brief was to create a garden that, should 
they decide to circumnavigate the world (both are passionate 
sailors, so not impossible), they could wake it, Sleeping Beauty-like, 
on return. They wanted a medieval park without boundaries. Here, 
going against his beloved symmetrical formality, Arne’s signature 
topiary trees are planted asymmetrically; standing alone, or 
congregating in small groups; sentinels, signposts. 

This garden, a living mood board of planting palettes and 
themes, is where Arne watches his ideas bed in over the seasons; 

a continual process of learning and experimenting, “which 
stretches my mind and make me rethink”. Soon he will bring 
clients here. “Their reaction to it may decide whether I am the 
right person for the job,” he says. I don’t think he need worry. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Arne’s work at arnemaynard.com and read his 
insights into historic tulips on page 44. 


NEXT MONTH 
Plantsman Nick Macer. 


“My passion ts creating the perfect harmony, between house, garden, history, 
landscape, plants and the dreams of the owners. This is the soul of the garden” 
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At one time this area next to the house 
was'a driveway.Now a circular arrangement 
of box forms the hub of the garden from 
where a long lawn leads to the orchard and 
brick paths radiate in all directions. 


Like most old tricks, dividing 
a garden into different rooms 
has endured because it works 


n 1978 Anky Dwarshuis was walking her 
dog in the park just outside the small Dutch 
town of Zwolle. Through the feathered 
trunks of the young trees she spotted a very 
handsome 19th-century farmhouse and 
decided that she wanted to live there. 
Having broken this news to her husband 
Arnout, that is exactly what they did and 
now, 35 years later, they are still there. 

When the couple arrived, their first 
priority was the house. The garden, 
meanwhile was a chaotic wilderness of 
nettles and weeds with some good trees — 


notably two large walnuts and an orchard The lerb ge 

,. 2éby quirky touches, such as the topiary 
peacock, which looks as though it ha 
unpromising beginnings Anky and Arnout ‘nestled itself into the border.==—= 
have built a very fine garden. One that is 


influenced by various gardens from all over 


of venerable fruit trees. From these rather 


Europe —“T have visited everywhere,” says 
Anky, “starting with Sissinghurst and Hidcote, 
looking for inspiration” — but one that still 
maintains a strong individuality and a very 
strong Dutchness. This is no pastiche of styles 
but a garden with a firm view of its own and 
some very strong opinions. 

As a design it breaks no new ground by 
using the old trick of dividing the garden 
into different rooms. An old trick it may 
be but, like most old tricks, it has endured 
so long is because it works. 

The first room is centred on a 
pollarded horse chestnut tree surrounded 
by epimediums, ferns, flapping bergenias 
and great tables of tonsured yew. This, and all 
the other rooms that follow, have really good 
hard landscaping — wide brick paths and well 
laid out steps and level changes. The credit for 
all that belongs to Arnout, everything within 
those boundaries is to the credit of Anky — 
“My husband is not a gardener!” is almost aa Se 
the first thing she tells me after I arrive. SD) Paras 

If that room, with its table and chairs to £) In this joyously int 


take advantage of the last rays of evening sun, pe Nt OC eee wr Sep lo iy ie 
of flowers for cutting mingle with edible 


was a sort of small sitting room, the next one delights sucktartichokes and thubsr 


is much more of a grand hallway. A twirl => 4 Viet we * 
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Using hedges 


The Dutch do good hedges and that is proved in this garden. Anky has hedges of beech, yew, 
hawthorn and box with which she has divided what is essentially a pretty flat site. Sometimes 
the hedges are used in layers, sometimes clipped into different shapes: there are chickens and 
a peacock by the greenhouse and round pyramids and informal globes in other places. Topiary 
is nothing new in gardens (it was invented by the Romans) but will never go out of fashion 
because it works so well on three levels. Firstly, as skeletal mass to link with the house and 
surroundings, secondly to give different textures and heights and finally as the perfect foil for 
sprightly planting schemes. In this garden Anky has used all three possibilities to great effect. 


> of clipped box flanked by beech walls 
echoes the slightly severe formal facade of the 
house. “The symmetry is very important to 
the garden,” explains Anky. “Everything lines 
up with the front if the house.” 

The most fortuitous manifestation of this 
is the gnarly old apple tree that just happens 
to be exactly in line with the door: thank 
goodness for the old farmer who planted it, 
as it makes a perfect focal point for the two 
long borders, which are looking fabulous at 
this time of year. It is in these borders that 
show the twinkle in the eye of this garden. 
Molinia, Scutellaria, Persicaria, the purest 
Actaea matsumurae ‘White Pearl and Verbena 
bonariensis — all those things that make the 
late summer so special — wave and sparkle in 
great contrast to the severity of the 
surrounding hedges and edges. 

A gap in the borders leads to a charming 
greenhouse and herb garden and then on into 
the Italian Garden. “I called it that because of 
the putti,” says Anky pointing out two stone 
cherubs among the topiary and quince trees. 
On the other side is another enclosed garden, 


66 


this one with a clipped caterpillar of rounded 
box that leads off towards the fields and 
the wonderfully named lake, De Wijde Aa 
(Overijssel is not short of water), via a very 
full cutting garden billowing with dahlias, 
cosmos and nasturtiums. 

Beyond the borders is the orchard, which 
is where Arnout (the husband who is “not a 
gardener”) comes into his own. When they 
arrived there were a few trees to which he has 
added many. “They may be cultivars you do 
not know, he says. “They are mostly old 
Dutch fruit trees, such as the apple “Zoete 
Ermgaard’ or the pear “Noord Hollandse 
Suikerpeer.” His eyes light up when talking 
about fruit, giving you a glimpse of the same 
enthusiasm and passion that Anky displays 
when describing the rest of the garden. 

The park where this journey began is 
still there but no longer visible from the 
house as the young trees have become 
great towering specimens and the garden 
has settled comfortably into maturity. 
Formal lines and informal planting: 
always a winning combination. 


of Anky’s favourite 
plants for autumn 


1 Actaea matsumurae ‘White Pearl’ 

A wonderful late-season plant. Tall and 
haughty of bearing, it is good in a bit of 
partial shade although it needs some 
moisture in the soil. 1.2m. USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’ 

All persicarias flower for an incredibly 
long time, and many of the best have 
been bred by the Dutch. This one is 
vigorous and endowed with great foliage. 
Hates dry soil. 1.2m. USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Tricyrtis formosana ‘Purple Beauty’ 

A delicate and always surprising late 
perennial. Excellent for partial or full shade 
although it appreciates some shelter as 
well. Mulch if weather is very cold. 50cm. 


4 Dahlia ‘Black Jack’ 

Asemi-cactus cultivar with burnished 
green foliage. Deadhead regularly and 
bring inside for the winter. 1.4m. 


5 Dahlia ‘Gwyneth’ 

Its dark-green leaves set off the 

many petalled flowers. In the official 
language of dahlias it is a small-flowered 
waterlily type. 1.5m. 


6 Dahlia ‘Honka Red’ 

With its slightly twisted windmill 
petals the ‘Honka’ series is one of the 
simplest flowered dahlias in a range 
of colours. D. ‘Honka’ is a wonderful 
custard yellow. Protect from frost. 1m. 


7 Aster ericoides species 

Avery bushy and enthusiastic aster 
with more flowers than you can easily 
count. A North American native, it works 
well with grasses and persicarias. 
90cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


8 Pelargonium sidoides 

One of the most elegant of pelargoniums, 
with spindly stems and greyish leaves. 
Needs a greenhouse in which to shelter 
over winter. AGM* RHS Hic, USDA 9a-11. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Mellow fruitfulness 


Apple Day on 21 Octoberids now a firm fixture in the autumn calendar and 
the perfect excuse to celebrate one of our best-loved fruits 
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the most of <* 
Apple Day with good food 
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apple-tastings and plenty 


warming mulled cide 


he air is cool with mist, but fragrant with sweet, musty apples. 


Our ancient orchard has more mistletoe than fruit, but from our few 
productive trees we have collected crates of Pippins, Coxes, Russets, 
Saint Cecilias and Lord Lambournes, and friends and family have 
brought more. We’ve sought out some new cultivars to try from 
local fruit nurseries and Brogdale, the holders of the national fruit 
collection, and we’re ready for Apple Day. 

It feels like an ancient festival, but Apple Day, held on or around 
21 October, is a relatively new tradition. The charity Common 
Ground launched the event in 1990 to celebrate the apple in all its 
guises, but especially the cultivars we’re in danger of losing. It has fast 
become a part of the calendar, a day to really celebrate this most useful 
and remarkable fruit in all its variety. Gatherings and fruit mean there 
must of course be baking and tasting and drinking, but there is fun to 
be had in any number of apple-related activities for all ages, and it’s 
the joining in that really seals a new tradition. 

Whatever form your Apple Day celebrations take, the apples 
themselves must be the stars, and if each of your guests leaves, 
wanting to plant just one new tree, the day will be a success. To 
discover that you like a sweet ‘Oaken Pin’ cut in slices for pudding, or 
that a ‘Spartar’ is the perfect accompaniment to reading fairy tales 
or that a ‘Brownlee’s Russet’ has the surprisingly pleasurable ability 
to dry your tongue in an instant and is delicious with hard cheese, is 
an education, and a delight worth encouraging. 

Apple Day activities and recipes continue over the next six pages. 
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Activities 


An apple feast 

Apples can be used to make both sweet and savoury 
dishes and should, of course, be accompanied by 
local pressed juice and cider. Many people have a 
favourite apple recipe that they're willing to make 
and bring to share. If you want to keep it simple, a 
big cauldron full of Pumpkin and Apple Soup, 
followed by slices of Apple Cake (recipe on page 75) 
is atasty way to please the crowds. 


Apple bobbing 

This game, often associated with Halloween, dates 
back to Roman Britain. It was the Romans who 
introduced the apple to these islands. The tree 
represented Pomona the goddess of fruitful abundance 
and fertility, and on her feast day they would bob for 
apples, with the first unmarried person to bite one 
becoming the next person who would be allowed to 
marry. Today it sorts the brave from the squeamish, 
especially if you tie arms behind the back to stop 
cheating. If you have a large group, hanging the apples 
on strings and challenging guests to take a bite is a 
more sanitary version of the game. 


Longest peel competition 

This game can be won twice over: by the person who 
cuts off the longest, unbroken peel and by the person 
who guesses the longest peel before they’re hung up. 
There's a superstition that if a single woman tosses the 
peel over her left shoulder it will land in the shape of 
the first letter of her future husband's name. 


Printing with apples 

There is little more gratifying than achieving 

a perfect print in the middle of a thick piece of card. 
To make the blocks we cut the apples in half in both 
directions, to get either a circle with a star or aclassic 
apple profile with stem. We also added a few crab 
apples to give us different sizes. We used paint from 
ready-mixed sample pots, painting the surface of the 
apple with a brush, and pressing it firmly down on to 
the card. You can print on cards or make patterns on 
larger sheets of coloured sugar paper. If the print is 

a little smudged or indistinct, drawing legs, arms and 
hats on will soon turn it into a success. 


Continues on page 73 [> 


FURTHER INFORMATION 

You can find details of Apple Day events taking place 
around the UK at gardensillustrated.com where 
you'll also find two more delicious recipes from 
Kristy’s Apple Day feast: Apple, Leek and Stilton 
Tarts, and Pumpkin and Apple Soup. 


celebrating apple day 


Some twigs, leaves, berries, 

seedheads, late flowers and 
windfall apples are all you need 
to make these apple monsters. » 


celebrating apple day 
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Activities 


Making apple monsters 

Collecting the twigs, leaves and anything else we 
could find in the garden was an activity in itself. 
Then, armed with these and a huge pile of windfall 
apples, the inventions began. Pliers, scissors, a few 
bamboo skewers to make holes (and dig out gaping 
mouths), and the odd bit of florist’s wire for more 
sophisticated constructions, were all the tools 
needed. Kept on a sheltered shelf outside, the 
monsters will survive for weeks, becoming more 
ghoulish with their decay — the perfect partners 
for Halloween pumpkins. 


Creating apple bird feeders 

| first saw this done at garden designer Arne Maynard's 
house, where a perfect string of beautiful apples hung 
down from the pleached trees. Adding twigs between 
the apples gives the birds a perch while feasting. Twigs 
with sloes or berries attached are even better. Make a 
hole through the centre of the apple first (an awl is a 
useful tool for this), then string them together, with 

a knot and a twig between each one. 


Whittling apple wood spoons 

This is an activity strictly for the older children, who 
should get a lesson in whittling away from the body 
and cutting on to a stable surface (like the tree 
stump), before they start. You need to use recently 
fallen apple branches (older, dead wood becomes 
harder to whittle), and a sharp pocket-knife. Use a saw 
to cut the branches into spoon lengths (about 20cm). 
Once the rough shape is formed, adult help might be 
appreciated for the trickies part, which is digging out 
the inside of the ‘bowl with a short, stubby knife. 


Turn over for recipes [> 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Brogdale Collections 

Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, 

Faversham, Kent ME13 8XZ. 

Tel 01795 531 888, brogdalecollections.co.uk 
Offers orchard tours, and arranges festivals and 
events, including fruit identification, and short 
horticultural courses. 


Common Ground 

Lower Dairy, Toller Fratrum, Dorchester, 

Dorset DT2 OEL. 

Tel 01300 320013, commonground.org.uk 

Apple Day's existence is down to this charity, set up in 
1983 to protect and promote local disctinctiveness. 
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Recipes 


Apple Cake * 240ml vegetable oil 

* 6 cooking or eating apples + Atbsp orange juice 

* 1tbsp ground cinnamon * 2'Y4tsp vanilla extract 

* 400g (plus 5tbsp) * 4 large eggs 
granulated sugar ¢ 130g walnuts, chopped 

* 345g plain flour (optional) 

* ltbsp baking powder * Icing sugar and dried 

* Itsp salt apple rings to finish 


Peel, core and chop apples into 1-2cm chunks. Toss with cinnamon 
and 5tbsp of granulated sugar, set aside. Sift flour, baking powder 
and salt together in a large bowl. In a medium bowl whisk together 
the oil, orange juice, 400g granulated sugar, vanilla extract and eggs. 
Stir wet ingredients into dry ones. Stir in the walnuts if using. 

Pour half the batter into a buttered 25cm cake tin. Spread half the 
apple chunks over it. Pour the remaining batter over the apples in the 
tin, arrange remaining apples on top. Bake at 180°C/350°F/Gas 4 for 
1.5 hours, or until a skewer comes out clean. Cool completely before 
removing from tin. Dust with icing sugar and dried apple rings. 


Toffee Apples + 125ml maple syrup 
* 200g golden granulated + 25g butter 

sugar * 6 small, sweet eating 
* Itsp white wine vinegar apples, washed 


Dissolve the sugar in 1OOml water over gentle heat. Add vinegar, 
maple syrup and butter. Boil for 5-10 minutes, until thickened to a 
caramel. Push a stick into each apple and dip it to coat with caramel 
(warm caramel if it begins to thicken too much). Allow to cool. 


Mulled Cider * 1 cinnamon stick 

* 2 litres good-quality cider * 1 vanilla pod, halved 

* Lapple (for decoration) + Juice and zest of 1 orange 

* 6 cloves (stud them into the « Juice of 2 clementines 
decorative apple) + Juice and seeds of 

+ 3-4 star anise 1 pomegranate 

* Y4 a nutmeg, grated into + 4-5tbsp caster sugar 
the pan 


Pour cider into large pan on low heat for a few minutes. Add the apple 
and all spices, and juices, and turn up the heat. Once boiling, turn 
down to a simmer and leave to tick away for 5-8 minutes. If you are 
doing this on a fire, you can raise the pan a little further away from 
the heat to cool to a simmer. Add more sugar to taste. 


Dried Apple Rings * ltsp citric acid to 
+ Firm, sweet dessert apples, 400ml cold water 


cored, cut into 5mm rings. 


Soak apple rings, in batches, in water mixed with citric acid for 10 
minutes to stop discolouring. Thread on strings and hang above a 
heat source, such as an Aga or radiator, for 24-36 hours, or place in 
oven at low heat for 6 hours. Store in airtight container in the dark. 
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ro Septembe 
November. 
owing conditions Best grown in 
901, well-ventilated greenhouse. 


Nerine ‘Hotspur’ 

Upright, stocky, vigorous 

little plant with a strong stem, 
short anthers and dense head. 
The glittering bi-coloured 
umbel is not subtle, but has 
an in-your-face charm. 


Ambra Edwards 

is awriter and 
garden historian 
living and gardening 
in the West Country. 


*Holds an award 
of garden merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural 
Society. 
tHardiness 
ratings given 
where available. 


planting ideas 


The Guernsey lily 


These summer-dormant, perennial bulbs provide an 
explosion of vibrant colour to light up early autumn 


WORDS AMBRA EDWARDS PHOTOGRAPHSJASON INGRAM 


teve Eyre first took a shine to nerines 
when he was just 15, and a horticultural 
apprentice at Bicton College. “They 
had a big bed of them in the frame yard — full 
of colour when there was nothing else in flower, 
so I was always keen on them.” But it took a 
full 40 years for his boyhood fancy to blossom 
into a full-blown passion. 

It was on a visit to Agapanthus guru 
Dick Fulcher that Steve encountered Nerine 
sarniensis the Guernsey lily. Unlike the hardy 
N. bowdenii he remembered, N. sarniensis 
needs frost protection, so is best grown as a 
greenhouse plant. But, like its cousin, it reaches 
its full glory just when the rest of the garden is 
subsiding into dismal brown sludge. 

Intrigued by its bold colour and delicate, 
whiskery form, Steve sent off for a book about 
nerines, which led him to Ken Hall’s national 
collection at Springbank Nursery on the Isle 
of Wight. “I walked into the greenhouse and 
just stood there amazed. There were perhaps 
4,000 plants there, in this incredible range of 
colours, all in full flower.” 

Steve went home with 20 plants that day. 
He now has 3,500 (many from Springbank) 
and has become a national collection holder 
himself. “Tt’s still only a fraction of what’s out 
there,” says Steve, “there are probably 1,500 to 
2,000 named cultivars of Nerine sarniensis, 
even though you won't see more than a handful 
in the Plant Finder. Not many people sell them, 
which is a pity, because they are such rewarding 
plants to grow, and not difficult if you follow a 
few simple rules.” 

The Guernsey lily belongs to the daffodil 
family, Amaryllidaceae. It has similar narrow 
leaves, and produces single flower stems, 
35-45cm tall, bearing regular umbels of starry 
flowers, with delicate, undulating petals. In the 
wild, the colour ranges from orange-scarlet to 
a plummy crimson, plus a rare white form. 

The taxonomy of nerines is complicated, 
but there are between 20 and 38 species, all 
indigenous to South Africa. N. sarniensis can be 


found on in the south western mountains of 
the Cape Province, an area of wet winters and 
dry summers. It is uncertain how it came to be 
associated with Guernsey. Some claim it was 
introduced by the Roundhead General 
Lambert, when he was imprisoned there during 
the English Civil War. Local legend has it that 
the bulbs were washed ashore from a Dutch 
ship wrecked on its way home from Japan. The 
true source is most likely to have been a ship of 
the East India Company, returning via the Cape 
of Good Hope. At all events, N. sarniensis 
appeared in Europe around 1635. The herbalist 
John Ray described it as ‘Guernsey Lily’ in 1665, 
and breeders started to take an interest from 
around the 1820s. 

Nearly a century of hybridising has 
produced bulbs with a longer flowering season 
(around four weeks, peaking towards the end 
of October), with flower heads that are 
generally bigger and tighter than the species, 
in many more colours. At one end of the 
spectrum is the pure-white ‘Blanchefleur’ (see 
page 79); at the other, deep, sultry purples such 
as ‘Dingaar’ (see page 78). There are many 
two-tone blooms, such as softly striped “Hanley 
Castle’ or the distinctive ‘Christmas’ (see page 
79), with its little carmine lipstick blotch on the 
reverse of each white petal. Steve has a soft spot 
for “Hotspur (see left), an extravagant blend of 
purple and shocking pink that looks as if it has 
been sprinkled with golden glitter. 

The best thing about nerines, suggests 
Steve, is the way they fit in so neatly with the 
busy gardener’s calendar. In spring and 
summer when he is busiest outside, they need 
virtually no attention, starting into growth as 
the garden begins to slow down in August. 
Then they burst into flower just as the dank, 
muddy Devon winter approaches. “T can’t 
think of another flower that offers such 
colour at this time of year, and lifts your 


spirits just when you need it most.” 


+ Turn the page for 12 more of Steve's favourite 
Guernsey lilies, plus growing advice. 
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TO Steve’s favourite 
Guernsey lilies 


Steve Eyre, the head gardener at 
Bickham House in Devon, selects 
his cream of the Guernsey lily crop. 


1N. sarniensis 

An orange, wild form of a species that is usually 
scarlet, with symmetrical, evenly spaced 
flowers and long stamens. 

60cm. AGM*. RHS H2, USDA 8b-11'. 


2 N. ‘Dingaan’ 

Rich purple petals with a pink central rib and 
pink flashing on the bud. The stem is dark, the 
anthers show a variety of colour. 


3 N. ‘Quest’ 

A dainty cultivar with a very fine stem, and 
a haze of pinkish anthers round the umbel. 
The florets open a shimmering violet, then 
fade to pinkish plum. 30cm. 


4N. ‘Berlioz’ 

Awine-red cultivar with extremely fine, 
spidery flowers, which Steve describes as 
resembling “little star-fish”. The anthers 
are quite protuberant, and the flower head 
is more conical than domed. A tall plant, 
with a distinctive chocolate scent. 


5 N. ‘Rushmere Star’ 

Aninter species cross, its N. bowdenii 
parentage lends it amore open shape, 
and sufficient hardiness to grow outside in 
milder areas. A vigorous plant with a large 
magenta head on a strong stem. 


6N. ‘Fiske’ 

Steve loves the delicate, reflexed petals of 
open-headed ‘Fiske’ A small, but very free- 
flowering cultivar that flowers early in the 
season. It has an open, graceful form, with 
reflexed petals that curve elegantly back. 


7 N. ‘Springbank Joe’ 

Awhopping stem, strong foliage, broad red 
petals and solid, dense ball of flower — a nerine 
with enormous presence. 


8N. ‘Christmas’ 

An open umbel whose flowers tend to tilt 
downwards, giving it a habit that is more 
reminiscent of a bowdenii. Short and sturdy 
with a strong stem, carmine tips and pale pink 
stamens. Pretty from the outside as well as in. 
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planting ideas 


ON. ‘Blanchefleur’ 

In Steve's opinion, this is the best of the 
whites, with broad, snowy petals, crisped 
towards the tip, creamy white anthers, and 
a pale, lime-green stem. 


10 N. ‘Caroline’ 

Avery garden-worthy selection that 
produces lots of bulbils. Very floriferous, 
with up to ten flowers in a tight, well-formed 
head. Highly iridescent. 


11N. ‘Mottisstone’ 

Crinkled petals, pale salmon pink with darker 
central vein. A selection from Springbank 
Nursery on the Isle of Wight. 


12 N. ‘Wolsey’ 

Astrong grower that increases well and is 
easy and tough. In hard winters that have 
wiped out more tender nerines, ‘Wolsey’ 
always survives unscathed. Big flowers with 
heavily twisted petals in a pure, luminous 
red dusted with gold. 


WHERE TO SEE AND BUY 

Bickham House 

Kenn, nr Exeter, Devon EX6 7XL. 

Tel 01392 832671 

Sells a selection of nerines on its open days. 
Email bickham@hotmail.co.uk for details. 


Exbury Gardens 

Exbury, Southampton, Hampshire SO45 1AZ. 
Tel 023 8089 1203, exbury.co.uk 

Selections from its vast collection of nerines 
available during the annual nerine festival. 
See website for details. 


STEVE’S GROWING TIPS 
Nerines do best ina 
well-ventilated, cold 
greenhouse. You can 
stand pots outside ina 
sheltered position during 

d the summer, but don't let 
them bake. In winter, they need a minimum 
temperature of 4°C. The key is not to overwater. 
Give them a good soak in the first week of 
August to get new flower spikes going; after 


that, water every ten to 14 days during the 
growing season, allowing pots to dry out 
between waterings. A half-strength tomato feed 
once a month will suffice. When the foliage dies 
down in late April, keep the pots on the dry side: 
you may need to damp them with a fine rose in 
very hot weather. Clean off old leaves and stems 
when fully dry, and repot if the pot is bulging. 
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design 


Latest design news, design ideas, design sourcebook 


NEWS COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


WETLAND VISHTOR CENTRE 

Prize location 

Architects Witherford Watson Mann will 
transtorm:a Victorian pumping station in 


northeast London into a wetlands visitor 

centre, thanks to Heritage Lottery Funding of 
£4.4 million. The centre for the Walthamstow 
Wetlands reserve will be accessed by a boardwalk 
path along the River Lea and offer glorious Views 
across the semi-wild landscape. A new central 
path, near which a restored 19th-century mill 
building will provide a second viewing platform, 
will create a link from the Walthamstow Marshes 
to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park at Stratford. 
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Whether it be for 
edging to lawns 
paths, trees or 


flower beds the versatility 
of EverEdge products 


EverEdge offer a wide range 

of galvanised steel flexible 
edging products to make 
gardeners’ lives easier and their 
gardens more attractive. 

It’s the permanent way to 
maintain neat edges for lawns, 
paths, flower and vegetable beds. 


4 Made in 
Britain 


VENTED 


CLASSIC 


EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, 
perfect for most simple edging requirements. 


Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. 


Just mow over for a perfect edge. 


PROEDGE 


Peer t ry yt ty tT tt 


For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 


It’s 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider 
spikes for extra stability. 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website : 


for more information 
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EASYBED 
If you need raised beds, 
versatile EverEdge EasyBed 


lets you design them just how you want 
them. The patented hinge system makes it 
quick and easy to create virtually any size and 
shape you require. 


GARDEN RINGS 


To achieve neat and 

clean circles around 

trees and shrubs, use 

an EverEdge Garden Ring, 

which is simply assembled with two coach 
bolts at each joint. 


THE EDGING COMPANY 


DOING GARDEN EDGING PROPERLY 


EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 
Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 
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design News 


Space to heal 

Designer Cleve West is creating a garden for a cancer support centre in 

Cardiff. The garden will surround the proposed new Maggie's South East 

Wales building, designed around a plant-filled courtyard by Dow Jones 
Architects, and will be styled as an enhanced woodland with beech and yew 
4 topiary and yew hedging. It will also include plants that can be foraged, and 
ss low, meadow-style planting leading up to the entrance. maggiescentres.org 
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Reusable water garden 

Hugo Bugg’s innovative rain garden, 

which won gold at this year’s RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show, has been rebuilt within 
Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens by the 
social-enterprise, landscaping company 
Streetscape. Hugo's Royal Bank of Canada 
Chelsea Garden, with its walkway composed 
of concrete tiles and lengths of perforated 
rusted steel, will become part of the Vauxhall 
Missing Link Project, the green walkway that 
will link the new US Embassy at Nine Elms to 
London's South Bank. The first phase of the 
walkway will be completed next spring. 
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Small wonder 

Daniel Lobb has designed an innovative 
Pocket Park in a former breaker’s yard next 
to the National Trust’s Sutton House. The 
tiny, east London space features a central 
brick-lined rill where children can paddle, 
and a converted caravan for storytelling 
and theatre performances by educational 
charity The House of Fairy Tales. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/sutton-house 


| poop ror THOU : 
ps Airfield House, Ja 38:acre working farm in Dublin, has : 
ves Yopened its gardens following a two-year redevelopment! 
by Arabella Lennex-Boyd. 1 The farm was established by siste ‘Ss 
_ptatitiaand Naomi Overend ir in 1974 to educate andi HISpie 


include .afoodgarden with a maze of espaliered apple trees, : 
a bee garden, a restored greenhouse and a walled garden 


_.with a-centralipavilion surrounded by lawns. airfield.ie 
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« See new works by Peter landscape in a symposium Summers Place in Sussex. Dan Pearson. 8 November. 
Randall-Page, including on Language and the 21 October (viewing 17-20 Tel 01989 566695, sgd.org.uk 
marble and bronze sculptures Landscape Garden at October). Tel 01403 331331, * The new Centre for 

and monumental works on Garden Museum, London. summersplaceauctions.com Landscape Studies at 

paper, at Pangolin Gallery, 14 October, 5-8pm, ¢ Urban gardens is the Hestercombe House launches 
London, until 5 October, gardenmuseum.org.uk. theme for the Society of with a study day ‘Healthy 
pangolinlondon.com ¢ Arare 17th-century sundial Garden Designers Autumn Minds: Therapy, Well Being 

+ Five garden historians is among the items for sale conference at Imperial and Wisdom in the Garden’ 
discuss five key words that in Sculpture for the House College, London. Speakers 15 November. Tel 01823 
shaped the 18th-century and Garden auction at include Patrick Cullina and 413923; hestercombe.com 


84 


sunseresn, 
for yoURWOed 


UV Protection Factor 12 . 


je | 
Maintains the natural colour of Ao ee 
and limits the greying process 
> Prolongs wood lifetime a 
> Algae and fungal decay protection 
> Transparent 425 Oak finish and Cosmet 
428 Cedar finish now available 
Oak UV- uy 
Vi Protection-Oil ey 


versatile extra room 
home or business. 

Please contact us 

for a brochure. 
www.plankbridge.com 
enquiries @plankbridge.com 


+44 (0)1296 481 220 


www.osmouk.com OS gale) 


HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 


| Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 


DINE 
READ 
WORK 
RELAX 
ESCAPE 


3 Hampstead Court, Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS, UK 
: www. hspgardenbuildings.com e: info@hspgardenbuildings.com t: +44 (0) 1638 583814 


1 Smart shed 


An existing shed can 

be converted into a garden 
studio or office. Electricity 
is essential, and it really 
should be insulated and 
waterproofed. Covering 
the shed with a living roof 
helps to keep it cool in 
summer and warm in 
winter; the building will 
then blend into the garden 
much more effectively. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


arden offices 
and studios 


If you need to work from home but you've no 
room in your house for an office, then opting for a 
Studio in your garden could be the ideal solution 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
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any more of us are now spending at 

least part of our working week 

working from home. Unfortunately, 
not all of us have the room for a dedicated 
office. Before you think about converting a loft, 
it’s worth considering building a garden office 
and turning your commute to work into a short 
stroll through your garden, rather than an hour 
spent squashed on the 7.43 to Paddington. 

I’m one of this group. Although I have a very 
small garden, when I needed to liberate the room 
in my house that I used as an office, I decided to 
sacrifice about a quarter of the garden and build 
a design studio. After much research and looking 


2 Containerised 
This contemporary studio is 
actually made out of an old 
shipping container; the 
strong and robust metal shell 
makes an ideal garden room. 
Eco-designers John Little and 
Dusty Gedge specialise in 
making these modified 
garden buildings. Made to 
order, they can also feature 
special ‘habitat panels’ on 
the outside walls. 


3 A garden room 
of one’s own 
Personalise a standard 
garden room by painting it a 
colour that blends with the 


Warwick Offices specialises in 
traditional garden buildings, 
such as this one, and offers a 
huge range of styles, along 
with a bespoke service. 


4 Build your own 
My own studio was designed 
and built from scratch and it 
occupies about a quarter of 
my courtyard garden. As well 
as providing me with ample 
studio space, it also features 
two concealed cupboards 
positioned along the front 
face, which are crammed 
with garden tools and logs. 


at various off-the-shelf options I decided to 
build one from scratch, and ensure I would 
have exactly what I wanted. 

My studio is south facing with folding glass 
doors; it also features an elegant curved roof that 
one day I fully intend to plant up with a green roof. 
I’ve also incorporated storage cupboards into the 
external walls that house the garden tools and logs. 
It is extremely well insulated, very cosy in winter 
and cool in summer. I now have a dedicated 
workspace and I spend much more time in my 
garden, even though I am only walking to work. 

If you don’t want to design your own, there 
are numerous companies that will provide [> 


surrounding planting scheme. 
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5 Contemporary 
statement 

Some studios are large 
enough to incorporate a 
kitchen or even a bathroom. 
By positioning the doors and 
windows to one side, it then 
allows more internal space to 
accommodate another room. 
This one is from Roomworks, 
which offers studios starting 
from 3m x 3m upwards. 


6 Traditional look 


If you would like to have a 
garden office but you live in an 
older, period property then 
this may be the best solution. 
Grainstore Garden Buildings 
designs its buildings to look 
like an old grain store and 
when mounted upon staddle 
stones, it has a much more 
traditional appearance. 


7 Architect design 
Created by the innovative 
architectural company 
Weston, Surman & Deane for 
an author and illustrator of 
children’s books this east 
London shed looks almost 
good enough to live in. The 
cedar-slatted facade allows 
sunlight in by day and at night 
the illuminated shed shines 
out across the garden. 


> off-the-shelf designs and some also offer 
a bespoke service, if you prefer a made-to- 
measure option. Companies will invariably 
advise on all planning issues and deliver and 
build the studio with minimum disruption. 
Electricity is essential, but you must use a 
qualified electrician to install the power. I have 
a small, wall-mounted, electric heater, which is 
thermostatically controlled and extremely 
efficient mainly because of the thickness of the 
wall and floor insulation. Wood-burning stoves 
are becoming a popular way to heat a garden 
office, but you will need to comply with building 
regulations and install a cement or stone base, 


zl 


» 


fireproof walling behind the stove and a tall flue 
to take away the smoke. 

Of course, it is possible to modify an existing 
garden shed but to make it fully damp proof 
and well insulated, you may find you have to 
dismantle it, in which case, it may then be 
easier to build a new studio from scratch. 

The wheel-in option of a shepherd’s hut is 
also worth considering, provided your garden has 
sufficient access. The advantage here is that no 
planning permission is required and when you 


move house, you can take it with you. 


NEXT MONTH Garden lighting. 
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Before building a garden office you should consult 
your local planning authority and, if you are using a 
company to build your studio, make sure that it 
complies with planning regulations. It is generally 
quite straightforward to build a garden office but 
here are some main points to consider: 

¢ The building must be single storey. 

* You cannot build a studio at the front or side 

of your house — only at the rear. 

* You cannot use the studio as a dwelling. 

* If your home is a listed building you will not be 
allowed to build a studio or office in the garden. 


+ The total area that you can construct any garden 
out buildings — including garages, summerhouses 
etc — must not exceed 50 per cent of the total area 
of land around the original house. 

+ If your home is on the Broads, a World Heritage 
Site, a National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, then further restrictions will apply to the 
area the building can occupy and its position. 

+ If your building is within two metres of the 
boundary it should not be any higher than 2.5m. 

+ If the building is further than two metres from the 


boundary then it should be no higher than 4m high. 


8 While shepherds 
watcn... 

The beauty of having a 
shepherd's hut as a garden 
studio is that it it’s on wheels 
so you take it with you if you 
move home. Dorset-based 
company, Plankbridge make 
contemporary huts that 

can even be fitted with a 

log burner, making them very 
cosy indeed. 


Suppliers 

Here are some companies 

offering garden offices 

and studios: 

* ecospacestudios.com 

* gardenspaces.co.uk 

* grainstoregarden 
buildings.com 

* green-studios.com 

* greenretreats.co.uk 

* greenroofshelters.co.uk 

* plankbridge.com 

* pod-space.co.uk 

* roomworks.co.uk 

* warwickoffices.co.uk 

* wsdarchitecture.com 


thegardenroomguide.co.uk 
This website is a great 
starting point. It offers 
information about building 
a garden room and has a 
comprehensive directory of 
companies that build them. 
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THE SHORT LIST 


Winter boots 


Make sure your toes stay dry and toasty this winter with these tough but stylish boots 


Lig 


FUNKY GOOD LOOKS LEATHER WITH MUD BARRIER AN UPDATED CLASSIC 
Evercreatures Terracotta Balmoral Hawksworth Bede Wellington, 
£34.99, The Welly Shop, £285, Hunter, £64.95, Barbour, 
01989 730217, thewellyshop.com 0131 240 3672, hunter-boot.com 0800 009988, barbour.com 
LEATHER WITH WATERPROOF LINER PRETTY PRINTS SLIP-RESISTANT SOLE 
Jameson Leather boot Black Bees print welly Stormstopper 
£289.95, Le Chameau, £39.95, Joules, £99.99, Ariat, 
0800 085 0005, birstall.com 0845 2507170, joules.com 0845 600 3209, ariat-europe.com 
DESIGNED FOR WALKING WATERPROOF MEMBRANE BRITISH BRAND 
Parcours Vario Longford Leather Boot Tall & Lacey 
£130, Aigle, £335, Dubarry, £79.99, Rockfish (available end of Oct) 
+33 18005 1540, aigle.com 01608 677622, dubarryboots.com 01503 240615, rockfishwellies.com 
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SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8 — 2m high Instant maturity 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge — the only true Instant Hedge 


ms aig YS 
Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 
Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 


NET 
Octoter -Decemfey 


__ shutte rstockito m 


retreat indoors, yet there are still plenty 

of important practical tasks you can do 
to get head. It’s a good time to start planting 
spring bulb displays, as well as roses and many 
varieties of trees and shrubs. Remember to 
protect plants, pots and stonework before the 
first frosts nip, and have a good old tidy up. 
Time outdoors will soon be limited, so take 


: i 
| {= advantage of crisp October days and begin 


\ s autumn days shorten, it’s tempting to 


dreaming of next year. 


POTS AND PITHOI 


Pots and Pithoi, established in 1985, introduced the finest Cretan 
terracotta to the UK. The complete range of more than 14,000 pots, 
including our beautiful collection of antique pots and converted 
water features, can be viewed in and around the barns, courtyard 
and garden of our West Sussex showroom. Enjoy coffee and cake 
inside the stone barn and browse the extensive range of hand- made 
products, including ceramics, glassware, rugs and cushions, natural 
soaps, jewellery, frescos and foods. 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 01342 714793 WEB potsandpithoi.com 
EMAIL info@potsandpithoi.com 


POTS *AND + PITHO! 
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EGS graduates and 
, their award winning 
") garden — Hampton 
Court 2013 
13 November 2014 


Garden Makers Day ‘Rethinking an Existing Garden’ with Sir Roy 
Strong and others, including lunch. A wonderful day out at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden. 

13 January — 26 March 2015 

10-week Intensive Garden Design Course, January-March 2015, three 
days per week. Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, 
including CAD drawing and two real design projects with Rosemary 
Alexander and other tutors. 

Distance Learning Courses in Garden Design and Caring for your 
Garden — study anytime anywhere. 

Short Courses, Alumni Days and Garden Visits. 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 020 7352 4347 WEB englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
EMAIL info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


WYKEHAM 


fature Plants 


Winter is the ideal time to plant hedging, but why wait years to 
achieve a screen for privacy and security? If your fence blows down 
in a gale, does it make sense to keep buying more fence panels? 
Wykeham Mature Plants in North Yorkshire grow a wide range of 
instant hedging and can advise customers of the right options for the 
conditions in their garden. The 100-acre nursery is in a frost pocket, 
so all stock is fully hardy and guaranteed! 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 01723 862 406 WEB wykehammatureplants.co.uk 
EMAIL enquiries@wykeham.co.uk 


LONG BARN 
LAVENDER GROWERS 


1 Prune see lavender v A ye vy 


Richard Norris, lavender expert at Long Barn Lavender near 
Winchester says: “Lavender needs an annual prune to stop it getting 
‘leggy: The period from the end of the school summer holidays to 
early October is perfect; there is still time for the plant to put ona 
flush of foliage ready for winter. Look into the plant and you will see 
avery clear colour change in the stems. The brown/grey stems are 
previous years’ growth, the fresh green/grey foliage is this year’s. Cut 
away nearly all of this; there is no need to prune again in spring. In 
other words, do it once and do it well. Now until the end of November 
is also an excellent time to plant lavender (as is March/April). Look at 
our website for recommendations.” 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 01962 738 684 WEB longbarn.co.uk LONG BARN 
EMAIL orders@longbarn.co.uk ~TAVENDEA GROWERS 


LAVENOEA GROWERS 


PETER NYSSEN 


Re Pele Mysser 


Now is the time to plan and plant your spring garden. We're an 
award-winning, family-run company with a long history in the bulb 
industry, established in 1958 and supplying the UK and Europe. We 
are dedicated to value for money, service and quality. 

We will offer you all you need for a garden full of colour; from late 
winter through to autumn. Have a look at our website — we hope to 
inspire you with our range of flower bulbs and plants. If you need help 
or advice we are just a telephone call away. 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 0161 747 4000 WEB peternyssen.com 
EMAIL info@peternyssen.com 


PEER BEAEBSJROSES 


Peter Beales, specialist in classic roses since 1965, are sure that 
you'll find the perfect rose for your garden from their extensive, 
world leading range of over 1,100 varieties. 

Bare-root roses should be planted between November and March, 
on a frost-free day, in fresh soil (where roses have not been previously 
grown) to avoid Specific Rose Replant Disease. 

Order now and you should receive your bare root roses from early 
November onwards. If it is frosty when received ‘heel in’ the roots 
until the weather improves and then plant. The hole should be wide 
enough to allow the roots to be spread out and deep enough so the 
graft/union is planted 1"/2.5cm below the surface of the soil. 


CONTACT DETAILS 


Se 


TEL 01953 454 707 WEB classicroses.co.uk 
EMAIL info@peterbealesroses.com 


STONEMARKET 


, a ; 
Sick of weeds anol cracks 


Winter provides the perfect Gaportunity to make improvements 
to your garden ready for spring and summer. With Fast Point from 
Stonemarket you can spruce up your patio jointing whatever the 
weather. This revolutionary, easy-to-use, pointing product is 
available in Black, Buff and Stone Grey to complement a variety 
of paving options. 

Quicker to use than conventional pointing, Fast Point's pre-mixed 
formula means it can be brushed straight into the joints with no extra 
equipment or effort required. Suitable for use all year round, this 
crack-resistant, high-performance compound not only oe oo 
delivers a fresh, clean look to your patio, but it also Fy : 
benefits from having frost and weed resistant properties. fale 


Get it done with Fast Point, come rain or come shine. 


r’ 
CONTACT DETAILS ° 


TEL 0845 302 0603 WEB stonemarket.co.uk 


@ stonemarker 
EMAIL sales@stonemarket.co.uk ee 
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Gardens Illustrated offers 
more than just a monthly 
magazine. Why not subscribe 
and be the first to find out 
about our exclusive lectures, 
reader events and 
garden holidays’ 

Plus you can listen to 
our podcasts and 
get the latest updates 
on our website. 


See page 20 for subscription details 
or visit gardensillustrated.com 
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From the makers of 


DO YOU THINK YOU ARE ?. 


To commemorate the centenary of the 
declaration of the First World War, the 
team behind Who Do You Think You Are? 
Magazine has put together The Complete 
Guide To Tracing Your First World War 
Ancestors to help you research your 
forebears who served in the conflict. 


This 116-page special edition is crammed 
with practical tips and advice on how to 
interpret army, navy and air force war 
records, as well providing you with the 


skills to date medals and photographs 
and much more. Plus, learn the context of 
your ancestors’ lives and times during this 
turbulent period. 


Inside you will find: 

® Details of top archives and 
websites relevant to your research 

© Celebrity First World War case 
studies from the TV show 

© Guide to planning your own battlefield 
visit and much more! 


PICTURE THIS 


ROYAL ENGINEERS 
SERGEANT FAMILY GROUP. 


SERVICE SS 
RECORDS & 


is 


Learn from the research experiences 
of celebrities featured in the Who Do 
You Think You Are? TV series 


to interpret and date your 
family photographs 


Order online 
Or call 


Develop the skills and knowledge 


MAGAZINE 


tHE COMPLETE GUIDE To TRACING YOUR 


FIRST WORLD 
ST 


Te T eer erise. 


* How to get the most from military records # Interpreting war} 
* Battlefield guides © Celebrity case studies — Including Alan Car} 


RIFLEMAN QUEEN 
VICTORIA'S RIFLES 


Get insider information to make the 
most of a visit to the battlefields of 
northern Europe 


and quote WWAHAX14 


tCalls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-lpm Saturday. 
*Prices including postage are: £9.49 for UK residents, £10.99 for Europe and £11.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 14 days for delivery. 


© TRUSTEES OF THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, KEW 


Discover how coffee became a commodity in 
Remarkable Plants That Shape Our World by 


Helen and William Bynum, reviewed on page 98. 
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RHS THE GARDEN 
ANTHOLOGY: 100 YEARS 
OF THE GREATEST 
GARDEN WRITING 

Edited by Ursula Buchan, 
illustrated by Jenny Bowers 


Frances Lincoln, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0711234857 


A beautifully illustrated treasury, showcasing 


garden writing on a whole host of subjects 
from this highly regarded magazine. 


Reviewer Catherine Smalley is a freelance journalist. 


The RHS is perhaps the 
country’s most prestigious 
horticultural body. It is little 
surprise then that its monthly 
magazine has attracted some of 
the finest gardening writers. 
This anthology reintroduces us 
to the likes of EA Bowles, Sir 
Roy Strong and Mary Keen who 
offer writing of outstanding 
literary merit and some of the 
best gardening advice. Though 
editor Ursula Buchan includes 
articles of timeless wisdom, such 
as Gertrude Jekyll’s on colour 
planning, the book’s title is 
slightly misleading; there is, 
understandably, a bias towards 
more current articles from the 
past 30 years. 

As a house magazine it is 
necessary that The Garden 
continues to reflect the diverse 
interests of its 400,000 or so 
members. Accordingly, the 
anthology is crammed full of 
contemporary writers spanning 
the breadth of the horticultural 
world. Be it Nigel Slater on the 
trials and pleasures of growing 


Oriental greens or ethnobotanist 
James Wong on the many uses 
of Phormium leaves, there is 
something to tickle the fancy 
of most garden enthusiasts. 

I particularly enjoyed Kevin 
McCloud’s radical think piece 
pondering the possibilities of 
removing our boundary fences 
to create ‘wildlife corridors 
through suburbia’ 

It can be a challenge to make 
anthologies more than a dull 
tome of miscellaneous texts 
and the publishers have clearly 
striven hard to avoid this. Essays, 
articles and news reports are 
divided under chapter headings 
such as “The Environment or 
‘People; and colour-coded page 
edges make navigation easy. It’s a 
shame none of the magazine’s 
photography is featured but 
Jenny Bowers’ striking 
illustrations more than make up 
for this. This attractive hardback 
truly encompasses what 
gardening means today and 
would make a great addition to 
any gardener’s bookshelf. 


REMARKABLE PLANTS 
THAT SHAPE OUR WORLD 
by Helen Bynum and 

William Bynum 


Thames & Hudson, £24.95 
ISBN 978-0226204741 


An accessible introduction to the field 
of economic botany, well laden with 
stunning botanical illustrations. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and designer. 


In an era when people are 
increasingly segregated from 
front-line production processes, 
it is salutary to be reminded of 
how much sustenance our 
civilisation derives from plants. 
As much as we may be aware 
that we depend entirely on plant 
life for the air we breathe and the 
food we eat, it is surprisingly 
easy to overlook the layers of 
richness that derive from 
our evolving interactions with 
members of the plant kingdom. 
Man’s haphazard ascent to 
civilisation was founded on our 
adoption of agriculture to 
provide staple crops — a process 
that occurred independently on 
every continent bar Australasia. 
This book, a series of short 
essays each focussing on 
individual plants or plant 
groups, begins at this point, with 
a discussion of the crops that 
founded civilisations in the 
Fertile Crescent, in the Americas, 
in East Asia and in Africa. 
Successive chapters compile 
essays under slightly oblique 


headings such as “Taste’ (spices 
etc), Heal and Harm (plant- 
derived medicines), and 
“Technology and Power. The 
book isn’t solely concerned 
with economic crops — culturally 
significant plants are discussed 
in ‘Landscape’ and ‘Revered and 
Adored} while the final chapter 
“Wonders of Nature’ invites us to 
marvel at some of the world’s 
most stunning plant curiosities. 
While some of these 
divisions can appear somewhat 
arbitrary, the book is very 
clearly laid out and one you can 
dip in and out of or read as a 
single narrative. Delightful 
illustrations, from RBG Kew’s 
collection, also keep you turning 
the pages. Remarkable Plants 
That Shape Our World makes an 
accessible introduction to the 
field of economic botany, with 
a bibliography that encourages 
further reading. It also stands as 
a rewarding artefact in its own 
right, emanating the authors’ 
quintessentially human passion 
for plants and their uses. 


Book offer 


RRP £16.99 each. Reader offer price £15.29 including p&p. 
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Book offer 


RRP £24.95. Reader offer price £23.50 including p&p. 


THE HERBALIST’S BIBLE: 
JOHN PARKINSON’S LOST 
CLASSIC REDISCOVERED 
by Julie Bruton-Seal and 
Matthew Seal 


Merlin Unwin Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1906122515 


A modern re-appraisal of a life’s work: the 
passion for science and scholarship of a king’s 


herbalist, gardener and apothecary. 


Reviewer Francine Raymond is a Sunday Telegraph garden columnist. 


John Parkinson was possibly the 
first garden writer. His book— 
Paradisi in Sole, dedicated to 
Charles I’s queen is still referred 
to, but his magnum opus 
Theatrum Botanicum has been 
largely overlooked, maybe 
because, with 1,788 pages, it 
was too lavish to easily 
promulgate, and costing a 
king’s ransom, earlier herbals 
by Nicholas Culpeper and 
John Gerald led the field. 
Fortunately, herbalist Julie 
Bruton-Seal and writer Matthew 
Seal are ideal editors of this rare 
and massive work, and have 
added their own commentary to 
Parkinson’s tinctures, infusions, 
syrups and poultices, allowing us 
a fascinating glimpse into a 
world when plants were the only 
remedy of most ailments. Even 
today, 40 per cent of all drugs 
used are of plant origin, and 
80 per cent of the world’s 
population depends on 
medicines derived from plants. 
Using three criteria, the 
editors concentrate firstly on 


a selection of herbs that are still 
medicinally popular; then those 
that are lost to us today; and 
finally specimens that were new 
to Parkinson, the king’s favourite 
herbalist at the time, which were 
sent to him by plant hunters for 
his garden at Long Acre. 

All this is helpfully placed in 
historical context with several 
useful prefaces and appendices. 
We can also see sample pages of 
Parkinson’s original herbal, with 
their illustrations, printed on 
the left-hand page, and their 
modern interpretation with 
photographs and recipes, on the 
facing page — a format that is 
certainly more convenient and 
affordable than the original. 

Familiar herbs and wild 
flowers with their healing 
properties are carefully 
documented, along with rarities, 
such as sassafras, pellitory of 
the wall and coca. Together they 
offer a fabulously illustrated look 
into a world where plants have 
more to offer than just 
the beauty of their blooms. 
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RHS COMPANION TO 
SCENTED PLANTS 

by Stephen Lacey, photography 
by Andrew Lawson 


Frances Lincoln, £25 
ISBN 978-0711235748 


Fill your garden with fragrance with this 
updated version of Stephen Lacey’s 1991 
illustrated guide, Scent in Your Garden. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a plantsman and garden writer. 


In this updated version of Scent 
In Your Garden, Lacey’s thesis is 
that scent is underused in many 
gardens, and when we do have 
scented gardens it is more by 
accident than design. Few 
gardens, he writes, are 
deliberately planned and 
planted for specific scented 
effects, and he calls on designers 
to bring the same artistry and 
reflection to scent as they do 
to colour, form and texture. 

Lacey provides a background 
of botanical and scientific 
information about scented 
plants and the nature of 
perfume (such as the fact that 
scent is stored in the petals and 
therefore double flowers are 
more perfumed) that will help 
the reader when planning 
planting schemes. He also 
proposes four model gardens 
as examples of how scented 
gardens can be created in 
different situations. 

In describing scents he 
classifies them into ten loose 
groups, from honey and fruit to 


exotic and spicy, giving examples 
of plants in each category and 
suggestions for marrying 
perfumes together. There is 

even advice on orchestrating 
colour schemes and scent 
combinations, such as a scene 

of spring pink and white, spiced 
with the scents based on Prunus, 
Magnolia and Viburnum. 

The heart of the book is a 
directory of plants, grouped by 
type, giving a brief description 
of the plant’s perfume as well as 
its cultivation needs and habit, 
and providing an invaluable 
reference for the planning of 
a scented garden. 

The book is packed with 
plant suggestions, planting 
techniques and inspiration 
for anyone wanting either to 
introduce perfume into a corner 
of their garden or to create an 
entire scented garden. The 
revisions to this edition are 
mainly to the layout and the 
plant catalogue, so if you have 
the earlier publication, you 
won't need this one. 


Book offer 


RRP £25. Reader offer price £24 including p&p. 


Book offer 


RRP £25. Reader offer price £23.50 including p&p. 


KATHY WILLIS and ——° 


Gar DEN ayonre RPrminal TF 
For 250 years Royal 


I 


has been tne 1 epository of knowlec 


‘ 7 7 
our most remarkable 


J aAthanae (ners I , 
Botanic Gardens Kew 
Lf 


PLANTS: FROM 
ROOTS TO RICHES 
by Kathy Willis and 
Carolyn Fry 


John Murray, £20 
ISBN 978-1444798234 


EL 
} 


] 


science — botany. 


Reviewer Stephanie Donaldson is a gardens writer. 


Plants: From Roots to Riches 
accompanies the recently 
broadcast BBC Radio 4 Series of 
the same name. I wasn’t a great 
fan of the broadcast version — 
the episodes I managed to listen 
to (maybe I chose badly) seemed 
quite dry in their delivery — but 
I’m pleased to report I found the 
book much more digestible. If 
Neil MacGregor’s History of the 
World in 100 Objects presented 
the history of mankind, Roots to 
Riches presents the History of 
Botany in 25 Chapters. 

It is always a dilemma when 
presenting such a vast subject to 
balance the informative with the 
entertaining, but I think they 
have got it just about right. In 
following the history of botany 
from its earliest days, the book 
deals with the big subjects such 
as nomenclature, genetics and 
biodiversity, while enlivening the 
science with tales of derring-do, 
obsession and plant smuggling 
in pursuit of wealth and fame. 

It’s a book that can be dipped 
into — each chapter covers a 


specific aspect of botanical 
history — but time and again 
I was struck by the way that 
past and present collide. 

When Charles Darwin 
visited Ascension Island on 
HMS Beagle in 1836, the island 
was barren and waterless. 
He conceived the idea of 
importing trees to capture 
rainwater, reduce evaporation 
and create fertile soils. Today, 
the island’s non-native 
cloud forest has formed a 
self-sustaining ecosystem 
that captures mist from the 
Atlantic Ocean just as 
Darwin predicted. Botanists 
from Kew now view the island 
as an example of how resilient 
ecosystems could be ‘created’ 
in the future. 

As one might expect, 
there are some high-quality 
botanical illustrations and 
archive photographs from 
Kew, as well as contemporary 
photography of field work. 
Allin all, it is a fascinating 
and thought-provoking read. 


Book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer price £18.50 including p&p. 


100 


Practical guides to everything from propagation and pruning to 
growing cut flowers and foraging for wild fruit 


sarah ~ SARAH RAVEN’S OFFER 
ravens CUTTING GARDEN PRICE 
£13.50 
JOURNAL 
by Sarah Raven 
Frances Lincoln, £14.99 
ISBN 978-0711234956 


Advice on growing beautiful cut 
flowers throughout the year. 


THE GARDENER’S YEAR __ OFFER 
Dorling Kindersley, £20 ee 
.) > . ISBN 978-1409339854. 


GARDENER’S 


>; YEAR (#2 An easy-to-follow introduction to 


growing ornamental plants, and 
fruit and veg. With monthly tasks 
and handy reference guide of what 
to plant and when to plant it. 


WILD FRUIT OFFER 
F PRICE 
by Alain and £18.50 


Marie-Jeanne Généve 

Timber Press, £20 

ISBN 978-1604695861 

A guide to the fruit and berries to 
be freely found in our hedgerows, 
woodlands and wild places. 


THE GREENHOUSE OFFER 
’ PRICE 

GARDENER’S MANUAL £13.50 

by Roger Marshall 

Timber Press, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1604694147 


A useful how-to book that 
will help you make the 
most of your greenhouse. 


ROGER MARSHALL 


Most featured books are available to readers at special 
rates. For details of book offers, arranged in association 
with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/ 
shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or 
send a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Bookshop, PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. 

Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per 
order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders are subject 
to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 


eternal 


COLLECTION 


Poppy 
Petite 


Timeless, affordable > ay | Earrings 
jewellery foralloccasions ) 


A dazzlingly beautiful range 
of necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings, brooches and 
scarf rings. 


e Vintage style enamels 

e Semi-precious gemstones 
e Freshwater pearls 

e Swarovski crystals 


e Venetian Glass Qy) 
e On-trend metallics {Lape 
e Pierced and clip-on earrings 
e No quibble free returns service i 
Red/Gold Red/Silver  % p 
PlainRed = Trim Trim : Oy 
- Lapel Pin 
AvPendants: st..scGeteetin dens £32 NE37-005 NE37-001 NE37-009 
42-46cm chain, 3cm diameter 4 
B Lapel Pin: 2.3cm diameter .............- £18 BH37-005 BH37-001 BH37-009 Mu 4 
B Petite Brooch: 2.3cm diameter....... £18 BH37-006 BH37-002 BH37-010 
B Midi Brooch: 3cm diameter ............ £28 BH37-007 BH37-003 BH37-011 
B Maxi Brooch: 4.5cm diameter......... £32 BH37-008 BH37-004 BH37-012 


Stud Earrings 

C Petite Pierced: 1.5cm diameter ...... £20 EP37-005 EP37-001 EP37-009 
C Maxi Pierced: 2.3 diameter ............. £25 EP37-006  EP37-002 EP37-010 
D Petite Clip-ons: 1.5cm diameter ....€20 EC37-005 EC37-001 EC37-009 
D Maxi Clip-on: 2.3cm diameter ........ £25 €C37-006 EC37-002 EC37-010 


Drop Earrings 


E Pierced: 2.4cm drop x 1.5cm........... £20 EP37-007 EP37-003 EP37-011 

E Clip-ons: 2.4cm drop x 1.5cm ......... £20 EC37-007 EC37-003 EC37-011 
Gold Silver 

F Poppy Dazzler Brooch: ................: £22 BH78-001 BH78-002 


7.3cm x 5cm 


ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE TODAY! 


Call 03453 707071 |! www.eternalcollection.co.UkK —— standarsuxear 


Not valid with 
Eternal House, Wades Bridge Road, Old Bridge of Tilt, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH18 5TZ any other offer. 
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ACROSS 

6 Like a plant that needs winter 
protection (4-5) 

8 Marsh plants, initially evergreen 

in centre of hot colours (5) 

10 Bore flowers (7) 

11 Name of a small narcissus — timely 
garden feature! (7) 

12/14 Common name for Lilium 
martagon — worn by native of 
Istanbul, say? (5,3) 

15 Location of the Beth Chatto Gardens 
— Elizabeth's favourite, once? (5) 

17 Leptospermum's common name, its 
oil used in skin-care products (3,4) 

19 They're eaten if mangetout sort (7) 
21 Genus of the garden pea (in 
Mississippi's umbelliferous) (5) 

22 Severely criticise type of seed 

tray (3) 

23 Genus of bog arum — everyone in 
Chelsea's extremes (5) 

24 “Diminutive stem growth” 
pamphlet (7) 

26 Dig up, near hut possibly (7) 

28 Deep red rhododendron? The 
devil it is! (5) 

29 They mark the annual growth of 
hazel, for example (4,5) 
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DOWN 

1 Variety of beetroot — for a highest adult 
male voice (4) 

2 Genus of labiate, often fragrant 

plants — in healthy muscari (6) 

3 Aromatic herb — last of parsley in 
shops, maybe (6) 

4 Perennial of borage family — possibly 
barren around middle of June (8) 

5 Abominable creature's white lily! (4) 
6 Plant's natural environment (7) 

7 Rootlet that sounds fundamental? (7) 
9 The osier genus's damaged axils (5) 
13 Harvests unusual pears (5) 

16 Shrub cut back to ground level — 
damages tools (5) 

18 Long-winded description of eg a 
Solanum? (8) 

19 Lobe of a pinnate small leaf — variant 
of ‘E N Lupin’ (7) 

20 Lamb's tongue genus — oddly 

acts shy (7) 

21 Date trees are handy things! (5) 

22 King Edward a Jersey Royal? (6) 

23 Prunus fruit, preceding tomato? (6) 
25 In short, Hampshire's headless 
insects (4) 

27 Fruit’s covering — from conker 

in December (4) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


SEPTEMBER'S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS 1Plug 4 Gypsophila 9 Starwort 10 Melons 11 Tubers 12 Gunnera 13 Designer 14 Aerial 
17 Offset 20 Plantago 23 Polygala 25 Revert 26 Cercis 27 Pine tree 28 Pyracantha 29 Reap. 


DOWN 2 Lettuce 3 Gardenias 4 Grows on 5 Potager 6 Osmunda 7 Halve 8 Lantana 13 Duo 
15 Rotovator 16 Leo 18 Flowery 19 Thapsia 20 Peat pot 21 Aurinia 22 Gerbera 24 Yucca. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: October 2013 
to September 2014 
issues are available. 


GARDENS GARDENS 


How to create 
GARDEN 
ROOMS 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 
+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £4.40 per copy UK - £5.50 per copy 

LJ EU- £5.20 per copy LJ EU - £6.50 per copy 

LI Rest of world — £6 per copy L_| Rest of world — £7.50 per copy 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £7.50 each UK - £9.50 each 

LJ EU - £8.50 each LJ EU - £10.75 each 

LI Rest of world — £9.50 each LI Rest of world — £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


| enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


| would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard L] Maestro L] 


HOU OU UU Doo 


0844 844 0253 


> EULALUG Sete eee cena eee sen nen Datei: ane Meee: 
Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Perfect clients 


After reading your article in July on how to choose a gardener [issue 211, p70], | felt | had to respond 
with the gardener’s perspective on how to choose the perfect clients. 

The perfect clients already have a beautiful garden with not too many steps, a plethora of hose 
points, a sturdy, safe ladder and ample parking. Their borders have a complete absence of bindweed, 
couch and ground elder, and their lawns are free from trampolines and dog mess. They trust you to 
get on with the job, but have plenty of ideas and opinions, and each year you dream up some new 
project together. They often come out for a chat and insist you sit with them over coffee, and a tin of 
biscuits or home-made cake. And they always notice how beautifully you have pruned a rose or a 
maple — even when you have done it so sensitively there is barely anything to notice. 


Neil Ross, Somerset 


me ATTRACTING INSECTS 
%) Butterfly ball 
I became hooked on dahlia 
growing this year so welcomed 
‘Delightful Dahlias’ in the 
September issue [213, p68]. 
May I add to the article that 

the single-flowered varieties 

in particular are a magnet for 
butterflies and bees. My own 
dahlias (pictured) have given me the lovely bonus 
of not only fabulously vivid flowers but also 
flocks of red admiral and tortoiseshell butterflies. 
Linda Bos, by email 


GARDENING THOUGHTS 
Grass is always greener 
We gardeners are a contrary lot. We're always 
craving what we cannot (or should not) have. 
Catching up on some back issues of GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED, I was struck by our perversity 
as I read about Andy Sturgeon’s creation of a 
Mediterranean-style garden at Brynbella in 
Wales [issue 199, p82]. 
So here I am in California, where we are 
currently suffering a record-breaking drought, 


and lusting after lush, overflowing borders and 
green vistas. And there’s Andy, in one of the 
dampest spots in Britain, hauling in hundreds 
of tons of grit and gravel to create the illusion of 
heat and drought. Some of us are never satisfied. 
Pria Graves, by email 


FINDING INSPIRATION 
Pastures new 
A long time ago in Poland I had an allotment 
where I could experiment and grow fruit and 
vegetables. Then I left my country for more than 
20 years, working in Papua New Guinea, Macau 
and Hong Kong and most recently the Middle 
East. While in Hong Kong I found a copy of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED in a bookshop, and ever 
since, I’ve always hunted for your magazine. 
You've been my main source of information 
about gardens and a great pleasure. 

Last year I returned to Poland where 
Ive bought a house and a very neglected piece 
of land. Now I can create my own garden. 
Thanks to your magazine I was able to keep my 
interests for so many years and develop 
my gardening knowledge. 


Mirek Majewski, by email 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 


The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


downtools 


Do woodlands need a 
helping hand or is it better 
to sometimes leave nature 
to do what it does best? 


"yy Dr Phil Gates 
is a botanist 
and Guardian 
Country Diarist 


Something remarkable is 
happening on a former farm near 
Durham. The Woodland Trust, 
with help from the local 
community, is turning oilseed 
rape fields into forest. It's planted 
thousands of saplings, well- 
spaced and protected by tree 
shelters, that will link surviving 
fragments of ancient oak forest 
into continuous woodland. It’s an 
inspirational, visionary project. 

Nearby, a landowner has 
allowed trees to regenerate 
naturally on a few acres of 
unused pasture next to 
woodland. He’s exerted a gentle 
guiding hand, thinning here, 
mowing rides there, but little else. 
Tree seeds have sown 
themselves, carried by wind and 
birds, and selected by soil 
conditions; alders thrive in the 
boggy bits, birches in drier areas, 
with oak, ash and sycamore in 
between. After a decade the 
trees are twice my height and the 
woodland edge hums with bees, 
hoverflies and butterflies on that 
diverse flora that develops where 
woodland meets grassland. 

We need to plant woodlands, 
but there’s also a place for this 
do-almost-nothing approach, 
allowing existing woods to 
expand by natural succession, 
as they've done for millennia. 


+ What’s your view? Write to us 
by post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Reader offers 


Historic tulip collection from Jacques Amand 


Tulipa ‘Tisulinde’.and ‘Absalon’ 


as featured on page 44 “~~. | > { 
id Times’ (1016) @ p‘Juliet’ (1840) 


If you've been inspired by Arne Maynard's Offer price £22.95 includes postage to UK __it with acheque or payment details to 


feature on old-fashioned tulips (page 44), addresses* (Normal price £37.60). GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Historic Tulips, Jacques 
why not order this collection of eight Some of these cultivars are quite rare and Amand International Ltd, The Nurseries, 
different historic tulip cultivars from bulb no longer commercially grown, so they Clamp Hill, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3JS. 
expert Jacques Amand? are available in limited numbers only and Offer ends 5 November 2014. 

subject to availability. If any of the cultivars 
Collection includes (12 bulbs): is no longer available it will be substituted *Postage & packaging is included for all UK 
5 x‘Dom Pedro’ £3.75 with an alternative tulip. orders. For EU orders postage, please request 
1x‘Insulinde’ £4.80 details when ordering. For orders outside EU 
1x ‘Columbine’ £2.50 How to order the cost of a phytosanitary certificate, as well 
1x ‘Absalon’ £4.80 ¢ By telephone Order hotline 020 8420 as postage, will be charged. 
1x ‘Mrs Harold | Pratt’ £3.95 7110 quoting ‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
1x James Wild’ £3.95 « By email bulbs@jacquesamand.co.uk See Jacques Amand's full range at 
1x ‘Old Times’ £3.95 quoting ‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ jacquesamandintl.com. For more heritage 
1x Juliet’ £3.95 ¢ By post Fill in the coupon below and send _ tulips go to thetulipgallery.com 


ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Historic Tulips, 


y Jacques Amand International Ltd, The Nurseries, Clamp Hill, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3JS 
H Price Qty Total 
Historic tulip collection £22.95 5 CHEQUE lenclosea cheque for & made payable to Jacques Amand 
f International Ltd and with my name and address on the back. 
' p&p included (for UK orders only) 
‘ CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 
! TOTAL | £ Please charge my Visa Mastercard Maestro 
Card Number 
Title Initial Surname 
Adress Expiry Date / Maestro Issue No 
H Security Number (last 3 digits on signature strip): 
p Postcode 
+ Telephone number Signature 
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10% off at grass specialist Knoll Gardens 


Petra Pelz’s garden in Germany (see page 36) 
shows how successful grasses can be when 
used in conjunction with late season perennials. 
Knoll Gardens, the Uk’s leading ornamental 
grass specialist, is offering GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
readers the opportunity to enjoy the year-round 
beauty of grasses at a specially discounted rate. 
Order from Knoll Gardens’ extensive online 
shop and receive a 10% discount across the 
nursery’s whole range of grasses and perennials* 


How to order 

Go to knollgardens.co.uk choose your plants 
and enter the special promotion code ‘G14’ 
when prompted on the checkout page. Your 
discount will be deducted and shown on 
screen before your order is confirmed. 


Knoll Gardens is renowned for its naturalistic 
style and for its record of introducing new 


aN, Q 


and exciting plants to the UK. It has won ten ea RNG B.S A aa. EB at ? al 
consecutive Chelsea Gold Medals. For more 


: . : *10% discount available only to readers of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED using the correct code, and shopping online. 
details about the nursery, its plant list and Discount does not apply to p&p, books, events or gift vouchers and cannot be used in conjunction with any 
selection of events go to knollgardens.co.uk other offer. Offer ends 11.59pm on 14 October 2014. 


Win one of six pairs of wellington boots 


Rockfish produces hardwearing, practical from the Rockfish 2014/2015 range. Check 

wellington boots, which from this website for details — rockfishwellies.com 

autumn will be available for both men How to enter Please answer the following: 
and women. Made from high-quality, Which English seaside county is home 


natural, premium grade rubber, to Rockfish wellies? 

Rockfish wellies come in a range of a) Lancashire b) Cornwall c) Kent 
styles, all designed for a comfortable fit. | By post Send your answer on a postcard 
The latest autumn/winter collection is along with your name, address and contact 
available from the end of October and details to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 214/ 
includes the Tall & Lacey boots (see left) — Rockfish, PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA 
or Men's Walkabout welly for all-day Online at gardensillustrated.com 
comfort, both £79.99. Closing date 31 October 2014 
Competition 
There are six pairs of Rockfish wellies to For Rockfish details go to rockfishwellies.com. 
be won. The winner has a choice of boot 2014/2015 collection available end October. 


Terms & Conditions Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd. Entrants must be UK residents aged 
18 or older, excluding the Promoter's employees. By entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the 
promotion. Only one entry per person allowed. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or 
fraudulent entries. Closing date for entries is 12 noon on 31 October 2014. The prize is a pair of Rockfish 
wellington boots, chosen from the Rockfish 2014/2015 range. Six winners will be chosen at random from 
all eligible entries. Winners will be notified by 15/11/2014 and prize must be claimed by end of 2014. The 
draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. For details of the winners, send an SAE to GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED (address at front of magazine) within two months of the closing date. If any winner is unable to 
be contacted within one month of the closing date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner-up. Promoter 
reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 
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SAVE 551% 


on a gift subscription this Christmas 


Pera hase yemir pevtoet Certaaima ns 
= } os 


New ways (0 celebrate 


Bow ¢ se 


; _ x ‘9 = ; a 
SAVE 40% SAVE 41% SAVE 46% SAVE 47% SAVE 42% 
£28.00 - 12 issues £29.99 - 12 issues £29.99 - 13 issues £28.50 - 13 issues £29.99 - 26 issues” 


. “1 CRAFTSELL FORT A & 
SAVE 51% SAVE 46% SAVE 45% SAVE 42% SAVE 49% SAVE 45% 
£25.99 - 12 issues £26.99 - 13 issues £29.99 - 13 issues £26.99 - 12 issues £32.50 - 13 issues £28.50 - 13 issues 


Take the hassle out of your C 


Order a magazine as a gift subscription, : Alternatively order ye 
before 15th December and not only will = 4 online and send Carer 
you SAVE up to 51% on the price but a personalised Coins. 
we'll also send you a FREE Christmas e-card on your ‘e's 
card to personalise! chosen date. 

> 


3 easy ways to subscribe 


Order online at Complete order form below and send to: 
www.buysubscriptions.com/christmas Freepost RSTB-HAAA-FHHG, Immediate Media Co., 


Call the hotline now on’ 


0844 844 0390 


and quote X14SSPP and quote X14SSPP Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8PX 
B t : : To receive your free greetings card in time for Christmas, gift orders 
Your details (essential) must be received by the 15th December 2014. This offer closes on the 
Your choice of magazine(s) Price 31st December 2014. 
This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are calculated as 
Title Forename Surname a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times which is calculated 
as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www. 
Address Postcode buysubscriptions.com/christmas or call 01795 414 746. 
All Christmas gift subscriptions will start with the first issue available in January 
Home Telephone Number Mobile Telephone Number 2015. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency; we will honour the 
number of issues and not the term of the subscription. 
Email address are sit ; 
Radio Times and Match of the Day subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues 
is s i (6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £102. 
I would like to send a gift to... (optional) his price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a 
Your choice of magazine(s) Price contribution towards first class postage. 
*For Radio Times subscriptions please indicate which region you require: 
itle Forename Surname London, Anglia & Midlands CJ North West, Yorkshire & North East] Wales 


South, West & South West] Scotland & Border] Northern Ireland 


Address Postcode . Please note, if a region is not selected, subscribers will automatically receive 
he London, Anglia & Midlands region. 
Home Telephone Number Email address 9 ss 
. A ee ? X14SSPP 
If you would like to take out more than one gift subscription, please go online or contact our call centre. 
© Your information will be handled in accordance with Immediate Media Company's privacy 
Payment Details policy: immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy 
| enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Company Ltd. or Please debit the following amount from my credit/debit card: £ Branved! BBO tiles are licensed rom) og published fointy witht BG WorkdWide 


(the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here L_] if you'd like to receive regular 
newsletters, special offers and promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. 

Your information will be handled in accordance with the BBC Worldwide privacy policy: 
Mastercart Visa Card Number bbcworldwide.com/privacy 

Please tick here to receive emails from Lonely Planet Global, Inc. for all your travel 
inspiration, tips and exclusive offers. Your information will be handled in accordance with 
Signature Date Lonely Planet's privacy policy: lonelyplanet.com/legal/privacy-policy 


Valid from Expiry date 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Christmas gift guide 


Get ahead for Christmas and choose from this selection of inspiring gift ideas. 
From practical gifts to use to stylish garden wear, we have something to suit everyone’s needs 


1 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s Tall Cone supports for sweet peas, roses 
and clematis make wonderful Christmas presents. 
During the festive season they can also be decorated 
with garden lights to create a stunning feature or 

to light up a drive or pathway. For these and many 
other beautiful designs in rusted iron visit our 
website or phone for a brochure. 

TEL 01773 550495 WEB leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


2 BRITISH BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 


Give the gift of armchair beekeeping, and help save 
the honey bee. Receive a delightful welcome pack of 
bee goodies from the British Beekeepers Association 
and three award-winning newsletters with a year’s 
subscription to Adopt a Beehive for £30 plus p&p. 
TEL 0845 680 7038 WEB adoptabeehive.co.uk 


3 GROVES NURSERIES 


Fancy creating your very own homebrew from 
scratch? Groves Nurseries not only supply Dorset- 
grown grape vines, specially selected for the UK 
climate, but they also have a fantastic range of fruit 
presses to turn your grapes, apples or any other fruit 
into delicious juice for drinking or brewing. 

TEL 01308 422654 WEB grovesnurseries.co.uk 


4 BACKDOORSHOES® 


A perfect gift for garden lovers. Backdoorshoes® 
are lightweight, comfortable, waterproof and have 
removable, washable insoles. Great for when you 
need to nip outside and tend to the garden. There 
are over 20 unique designs for Men and Ladies. 
Sizes range from 3-13 and are £20 a pair. 

WEB backdoorshoes.co.uk (to order online). 


5 CARRIER COMPANY 


The Backdoor Gardening Bag at £18 makes a 
great present, and is just part of the collection 
made in North Norfolk, which includes smocks, 
aprons and dungarees as well as a selection of 
log and garden carriers. 

TEL 01328 820 699 WEB carriercompany.co.uk 


6 HERITAGE GARDEN TRADERS 


An essential piece of equipment, these benches 
come in solid oak two drawer £260, or oak single 
drawer £245.95, and beech single drawer £199.95. 
A folding potting bench in beech is also available at 
£149.95, easy to move and folds down almost flat. 
TEL 01989 720178 / 07832 138704 

WEB heritagegardentraders.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


(Guide to nurser 
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Make time to visit this collection of beautiful nurseries and arboretums. 
This selection includes gorgeous walks and a stunning array of plants and trees for sale 


1 THORNHAYES NURSERY 


Quality Trees from Devon 

is the motto here and not 
without justification. A family 
business offering an extensive 
range of ornamental and fruit 
trees, shrubs and hedging, 
surrounded by an arboretum, 
garden and orchards. 
Qualified staff always available 
to offer guidance and advice. 
ADDRESS St Andrews Wood, 
Dulford, Cullompton, Devon 
EX15 2DF 

TEL 01884 266746 

WEB thornhayes-nursery. 
co.uk 


Enjoy spectacular autumn colour as the maples take centre stage with their mix 
of reds, yellows, oranges and golds. Wander through blazing tree colour, enjoy 
some retail therapy in the garden centre and treat yourself to a scrumptious 
lunch or afternoon tea. Open Mon-Sat, 9am—5pm and Sun, 10am-5pm. 
ADDRESS Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB 

TEL 01386 701441 WEB batsarb.co.uk 


Visit our tranquil nine-acre 
woodland garden full of rare 
and unusual trees and shrubs, 
many of which have been 
planted for their excellent 
autumn colour. Many of the 
rarities on display in our 
gardens are available for sale 
as part of the extensive range 
of our adjoining plant nursery. 
RHS Partner Garden. 
ADDRESS Annwell Lane, 
Smisby, Ashby, S.Derbyshire 
LE65 2TA 

TELO1530 413700 

WEB bluebellnursery.com 


4 PETERSHAM NURSERIES 
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‘ tide. > 5 " i > “te & 
Petersham Nurseries in South West London is a destination of beauty and 
gardening inspiration. Find herbaceous perennials, old-fashioned roses, 
seeds, vegetables and wildflowers showcased in a sensational cutting garden. 
Gardening workshops throughout the year, plus teahouse and restaurant. 
ADDRESS Church Lane, off Petersham Rd, Richmond, Surrey TW10 7AG 
TEL 020 8940 5230 WEB petershamnurseries.com 


5 BINNY PLANTS 


One of Scotland’s top 
nurseries specialising in 
herbaceous plants including 
peonies, woodland and 
clay-tolerant plants. A good 
selection of ferns, grasses and 
shrubs also available. Mail 
order sent out all across the 
British Isles and Europe. 


ADDRESS Binny Estate, 
Ecclesmachan, West Lothian 
EH52 6NL 

TEL 01506 858931 

WEB binnyplants.com 


6 BUCKINGHAM NURSERIES 
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Fascinating, unusual nursery/garden centre in north Buckinghamshire 
encompassing a very wide range of container grown plants all year round, 
restaurant and garden shop. The real draw from November to March is 
the high-quality, bare-root hedging plants, ornamental trees, fruit trees 
and soft fruit. Mail order catalogue available for those too far away to visit. 
ADDRESS Tingewick Road, Buckingham MK18 4AE 

TEL 01280 822133 WEB hedging.co.uk 


Autumn in colors 


Enjoy a peaceful autumn walk and visit beautiful gardens 


and arboretums at this vividly colourful time of year 


7 HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 
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Autumn is the season when Hever’s striking trees come to the fore. The 
Dahlia Border provides dazzling displays in the early autumn and late roses 
can usually be seen. The Italian Garden maintains interest with its magnificent 
statuary and the yew topiary stands majestic en route to the Castle. 

ADDRESS Hever, Nr Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG 

TEL 01732 865224 WEB hevercastle.co.uk 


8 BODENHAM ARBORETUM 
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Award-winning arboretum, beautifully landscaped and set within the 
working farm that produces all the beef, pork and lamb for our daily 
carvery. Free entrance to restaurant, shop, plant and tree sales. Open 
throughout the year, 1lam-—5pm, please check the website. 

ADDRESS Wolverley, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 5TB 
TELO1562 852444 WEB bodenham-arboretum.co.uk 


9 OSTERLEY PARK AND HOUSE 


Osterley Park and House is one of the last surviving country estates in London. 
Open all year and only a short distance from the big city, don’t miss the elegant 
flower gardens and vibrant colours of the ornamental vegetable garden. 
ADDRESS Jersey Road, Isleworth, London TW7 4RB 

TELO20 8232 5050 WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley 


seas me Se aS a eee 
Autumn is a very special time at Marks Hall; the trees start to change 
colour here late September right through to November. With no best 
time to come, there is a constantly changing palette of colour, and for 
maximum enjoyment you need to keep coming back. 

ADDRESS Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1TG 


TEL 01376 563796 WEB markshall.org.uk 


11 EXBURY GARDENS AND STEAM RAILWAY 
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Autumn arrives in a blaze of colour at Exbury’s 200-acre woodland gardens. 
Waterside maples, deciduous azaleas and the National Collection of Nyssa 
and Oxydendrum all exhibit stunning foliage, while Exbury’s dazzling Nerine 
sarniensis are showcased in the Five Arrows Gallery from early October. 
ADDRESS Exbury, Southampton, Hampshire S045 1AZ 

TEL 023 8089 1203 WEB exbury.co.uk 


Marketplace 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


APPLE PRESSES BOOKS BULBS 


Press apples, pears § grapes [ AUTHORS 


Please submit synopsis 
plus 3 sample chapters 
for consideration to: 


Olympia Publishers 
60 Cannon St, 
London, EC4N 6NP 


pasteurise 
or turn to 
cider! 


www.olympiapublishers.com 


LOOKING TO 
IBE PUBLISHED? 


SUBMISSIONS AND 
SAMPLES WELCOMED. 
ALL WORK CONSIDERED, 
NO AGENT REQUIRED. 


presses, cider 
* making kits 


& more! 


» AUST'N MACAULEY 


PUBLI 


CGC-33-01, 25 Canada Square 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 SLQ 
Tel: 0207 038 8212 
www.austinmacauley.com 
mail@austinmacauley.com 


e Ss 
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BOOK PUBLISHING 
Authors invited to submit 
manuscripts all categories 

New Authors welcome 
A.H. STOCKWELL LTD, 

Dept. 174, Ilfracombe, Devon, 

EX34 8BA. Tel 01271 862557 

www.ahstockwell.co.uk 
Publishers for 100 Years 


brochure: 01404 890265 


sales: 01404 a 


THE UN'S LEADING MANUFACTURER OF 
GREENHOUSE HEATERS, 
THERMOSTATS & GROWLIGHTS 


‘simply Control] 


Est 1982 
FREE explanatory catalogue for professional and amateur growers alike. 


Includes: @ Automated Watering Systems ® Shading 
© Hydrofoggers @ Propagation © Ventilation etc 


CALL NOW! 01796 482 128 essours OR FAX 01796 482111 


PLEASE QUOTE 210SC WHEN PHONING 


OR SHOP ONLINE @ www.Simplycontrol co.uk 
Simply Control (210SC), 5 Sawmill Yard, Blair Atholl, PH18 5TL 


Osprey Fabrications offer extensive 
services including design and 
manufacture of a more intricate 
nature to create truly bespoke garden 
metalwork and structures. 


07966066063 
ospreyfabrications.co.uk 


GARDEN PRODUCTS 


THE BEST PROTECTION FROM 


SLUGS AND SNAILS 


0) Free bulb catalogue 
‘(Gee je) Call 01205 260412 
ul) Wholesale prices 


Friendly, knowledgeable 
staff 


Add GI14 for 10% off 
www.gee-tee.co.uk 


www.slugrings.co.uk 
01225 851524 


WWW.EUROBULBS(UK)LTD 
TOP QUALITY BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING 
5 Plicatus Warhem Snowdrop FREE with every £50 spent. 
50 100 500 1000 

Single Snowdrops £5 £9 £40 £70 
Double Snowdrops £9 £15 £70 125 
Elwessi Snowdrops £17 £28 
S Arnott Snowdrop £22.50 per10 
Atkinsii £25 per10 
Erythronium Pagdo £12 per10 
Erythronium Kondo £15 per10 
Erythronium White Beauty £17.50 per10 
Colchicum Water Lily Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
Colchicum Naked lady Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
Colchicum Sativus Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
DAFFODILS ALL 5 VARIETIES £11 PERSO £20 PER 100 
Sir Winston Churchill. Tahit . - Acropolis - Reggae - Pink Pride - 
Anemone Blue Shades £5.50 perso £9 per100 
Anemone Blanda White £6 perso £11 per100 
Nemorosa Wood Anemone £6 pers0 £11 per100 


LARGE FLOWERING CROCUS All £5 per50 £9 per100 £40 per500 
White, Blue, Yellow, Striped, Purple or Mixed Colours 


HELLOBORUS SOLD IN 9CM POTS £6.10 PER3 £17.95 PERS 
Orientalis Lady series Foetidus Argutifolus Niger 

Scilla Bright Blue £3.50 perso £6 per100 
Muscari_ Latifolium £4 perso £7 per100 
Muscari Armenicum (grape hyacinth)£4 per50 £7 per100 
Muscari Aucheri £6 per5s0 £11 per100 
Fritillaria Meleagris (Snakeshead Lily)£9 per50 £17 per100 
Mix Colours Garden Hyacinths £20 pers0 £35 per100 


Many more varieties on our website or call for a free cataloque 
Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
All bulbs are flowering size, including the free gift. 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only. All other destinations please tel 
Cheque or card please with orders made payable to 
GE) Evrobulbs 314 Smeeth Rd Marshland St James 
VISA | Wisbech Cambs PE14 8EP Most cards accepted 
— isbech Cambs ost cards accepte 
Tel 01945 430009 Fax 430303 
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Nr ki th, Cornmsall 


Individual waters-edge, 
willage & rural cottages set in 
enchanting & picturesque 
positions. Sleeping 2—8. 
Auwilable throughout the year. 
Degs welcome. 
Telephone: 01326 375972 
www. creeksidecottages.co.uk 


GARDENS 
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wand built to suit you 
and your garden 
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| Call: 0121 311 2900 
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: Woodpecker Joinery (x) na 
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“Putting the wood 
back into Greenhouses” 


ez 
Manufacturers 
of High Quality 
© British Hand Made 
— Cedar Greenhouses, 
Garden Buildings 
rames. 


Rustic timber gazebos, fencing, 
garden structures and more from 
our sustainably managed 
local woodlands. 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 
TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


For more information 
Call: 01889 562 610 Visit: www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk 


Reduces weed growth by up to 95% 


, > (ws! 
DUAL ACTION 
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The Mineralised Straw Mulch 
for Organic Gardening 
with slug and snail deterrent 

As used on The Eden Project 
and by The RHS 


Loa Retains moisture around plants 


Enriches the soil and improves structure 


S 


Light, easy to use & lasts up to two years 


www:strulch.co.uk 
Tel: 01943 863610 


dovetailgreenhouses.co.uk 


Traditional Dutch Light Timber Glasshouses 
Standard & Bespoke 
Made to Order 


GREENHOUSES 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Peritys 
Bona Lane, Wisbech, Cambs, PE13 JQ 
Tel & Fax: 01945 410471 
www. peritys.co.uk 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


Garden Design 


Construction Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. 
Visit our website to see further case studies. 


01483 893989 


enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
www.nrgardendesign.com 


Marketplace 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


NURSERIES AND BULBS PRINTING 


Deacon’s Nursery 


National fruit tree 
specialists 

Free catalogue 

10% discount 

until 31st 

October 2014 =" = 
(use code AUTUMN10) 


Deacon’s Nursery, 

Moor View, Godshill, 

Isle of Wight PO38 3HW. 

B 01983 522243 (24hrs) 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


SPRING FLOWERING 
BULBS 


SINGLE SNOWDROPS 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS 
CROCUS MIXED 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS 

ETE & TETE fll per 100 
NOW £11 per 100 
ATURE TULIPS £11 per 100 
FIRIS £9 per 100 
LISH BLUEBELLS £12 per 100 


ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 


P&P FREE. MAKE CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS 
PAYABLE TO ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, 
WISBECH, CAMBS, PET3 4TU 
PHONE 01945 410966 
HOME VISITS WELCOME 
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£7 per 100 
£9 per 100 
£9 per 100 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


ANGELA HARDING 


CK PRINTING KIT 


e High quality Swiss 
made cutters 

* quality ‘Heritage’ 
paper 

* safewash ink 

soft Japanese vinyl 

© newsprint for 


proofing 
¢ burnishing and ink 
spreading tools. 


‘Introduction to Printmaking’ by 
Angela Harding provides detailed 
instruction and lots of hints and tips 
to help you achieve great results. 
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Trilliums 


freshly lifted 
flowering size 
live roots 
Phone or buy online 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


TREEHOUSES 


CheekyMonkey 


TREE HOUSES 


Bespoke design and build treehouses, playhouses and elevated platforms 


t: 01403 732 452 


“a <M 01778 590455 


(eye) 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


UK TRAVEL 


Est. 1980 


PEN TSORE ORES 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


SCOTLAND’S BEST KEPT SECRET 
We have the perfect escape for you: 
Garden-lovers cottages in stunning coastal 
and country settings. From a cosy pad for 
two, to co-located seaside cottages for 12. 
Visit glorious Galloway gardens. Get close 
to wildlife. Be amazed by the stars. Go 
fishing. Play golf. All in beautiful peace and 
tranquillity. Dogs welcome. 
01988 600600 
www.escapetogalloway.co.uk 


PLANTERS 


TRADITIONAL 
GEORGIAN 
STYLE 
STEEL 


PLANTERS 
Hand-crafted in England 


ARTHUR 
JACK&C2 


Call for details: 01299 827059 ° www.arthurjack.co.uk 


To advertise 
here call 
Sally Overton on 
0117 314 7413 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 
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i Mm A SD | i iL 
ILLUSTRATED 


NOVEMBER ISSUE 


* Climbing plants for year-long interest 
* The best trees for autumn colour 
* Great winter structure in the stunning | 
formal gardens of Athelhampton | 
* Natural planting in a German garden 
* Pre-loved, vintage garden tools 
* Floristry with a flourish in Tokyo 


/ MONTGOMERY 


FEE eS. 


ON SALE 24 OCTOBER 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer's plot 


Pure pleasure 


The pear is the most sensual fruit we can grow in our temperate climate 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


our pear trees 

were planted last 

year and nowl am 
watching four pears swell 
to maturity; enough for a 
tart if they all make it. The 
fruit are on the same tree, 
which is a ‘Concorde’ and 
one of the most obliging 
cultivars, so the sense of 
achievement is tempered a 
little, but the excitement is 
great all the same. Pears are 
one of the foods that draw 
you willingly into winter 
and it is hard to imagine 
that, even with all four 
trees producing, there will 
ever be enough. There is 
a daily ritual of checking 
the pears in the bowl and 
choosing the one that is 
right at that moment; of 
peeling and carving the fruit 
and getting the pieces to 
mouth with minimum loss 
of juice. Done well, from a 
gastronomic point of view, it is not a pleasure you would 
necessarily want to indulge in public. 


The pear has to be the most sensual fruit we can grow in this 
climate, and the most sensual of pears has to be the ‘Doyenné 
du Comice’ unrivalled since it first fruited in the Loire in 1849. 
That is the one I wait and ask for in the shop, arguing heatedly 


with Richard, the greengrocer, who insanely maintains that 
‘Gorham is better, when it is barely fit to be mentioned in 
the same sentence. Luckily he is sane enough to stock the 
Doyenné in quantity once it does, at long last, arrive for 
a blissfully long season. 

Planting this variety was, in reality, the only point 
of having pear trees at all. The main function of the 
other three, which are the precocious ‘Concorde’ ‘Beurré 
Hardy’ and ‘Williams’ Bon Chrétien’, was to maximise the 
pollination chances of Doyenné. And when I ordered all 
the fruit, having left it a bit late in the season, there were 
no Doyenné left to be had and so there was a gap waiting 
for it all last summer, now filled with a lusty maiden, 
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If you know enough to look after an espalier 
you know enough to make one 


nearly ready to be 
warped into an espalier. 
All the other trees, 
including the apples and 
plums and cherries, were 
bought as espaliers and 
fans and I now realise 
that was an unnecessary 
expense and possibly a 
mistake. The maiden has 
settled in so much better 
and is growing so much 
more strongly, and the 
arms will be where I want 
to put them. If you know 
enough to look after 
an espalier you know 
enough to make one 
and the short cut of 
buying one ready made 
makes little difference. 
I had been told this by 
a wiser friend at the 
time and, seduced by all 
those intricate bamboo 
frames, I didn’t listen. 
Impatience is the 


sort of vice that you don’t need with pears. There are varieties that 
you can plant to eat in July and August, but then you'll be fighting 


the wasps off for them, that is if you even notice them in the glut 


of plums and soft fruit that keeps you standing over the jam kettle 


on days when you should be out in the hammock. Pears take their 
time, ageing their sugars gently into a delicate, buttery, musky 


flesh. ‘Doyenné du Comice’ is not ready to take from the tree until 
November. In this late garden it may be December. 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


But that might be a few years off yet. For now I have the 
four lanky fruit on the ‘Concorde; one of whose parents is 
the Doyenné, making it not entirely without merit. Good 
for poaching and eating with chocolate sauce; excellent for 
pear tart, not least because the long slices reach all the way 
from the centre to the circumference. Next year there may 
be a few Williams, which should come in September, a bit 
mushy for cooking, but good for eating with cheese on days 
that are still warm enough for lunch outside. ‘Beurré Hardy, 
later and much more delicious, would be an event in itself, 
were it not that what follows makes it a mere prelude. 
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TITCHMARSH & GOODWIN 


Beautiful hand-crafted furniture 


Head o 
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HARTLEY “fff BOTANIC 
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For our call or click 
hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: Gl 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN 52 p 


* When you buy any Hartley Botanic greenhouse. Offers are available on selected models, for a limited period only. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Free delivery to UK mainland. 


